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The Last 25 Years 1986-2010

T

A Reflection

he first hundred years of our parish can be recalled from the memories of events big
– its establishment in 1885 and the building of our first church, and events small –
the short lived 1938 Randwick Catholic Amusement Club and the 1963 Catholic
School Girls Club.

What might be made of some of the events of the last 25 years? The renovations to the
church, minor at various times and major in 2008, and the new parish school buildings in
2005 should loom large as memories in years to come. And also, the building of the
Shrine to Blessed Mary of the Cross in anticipation of her canonisation this year.
Then there are the hard to define less obvious trends. What message is there for those
looking back in years to come of the enthusiastic embrace for openness in the wake of the
reforms of Vatican II with the establishment of an elected Parish Pastoral Council, but
now a changed and smaller appointed Pastoral Development Team?
What will later generations of parishioners make of the shift from predominantly what
were seen as long lasting religious sodalities – for example, the Sacred Heart, the Holy
Name and the Children of Mary to more focussed groups that seem to wax and wane to
meet particular circumstances. The Walkabout Group, the Friendship Group, the Parish
Settlement Group, and the Renewal Leadership Team, once dominant parish groups are
now no more.
There has been a shift to a parish less introspective about itself to one more community
focussed. Whoever would have thought that our parish Catholic Schools, once the poor
cousins of their state counterparts, reliant on funds from parents, would now receive
government funds and have among their classes, numbers of non Catholic pupils. That
change to the church moving into the mainstream of society can be seen also at the local
level. The parish has now opened up its facilities for the use of community groups, for
example, Alcoholics Anonymous, a commercial Pre-School and a children’s dance group.
But the biggest shift of all has been among ourselves. From a congregation characterised
by embracing all ages and regular attendances at crowded weekly Masses, our parish is
now a mixture of a declining older parishioner group, a significant gap in membership of
middle aged and younger people, and with an increasing multicultural congregation.
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Earliest copy of Randwick Catholic Church Record, Vol 1, No 3, May 1919.
The ongoing history of the parish has been recorded in editions of the Randwick
Catholic Church Record from 1919, renamed Randwick Church Record in April 1965,
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For some of us any time gone by was better, but what will the next generation make of
these changes? 
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From Little Things Big Things Grow

I

t all began when land in Avoca Street was purchased
from a Mr Watkins in 1881 for £576 and a school
church erected on it, serviced by the Franciscans.
The Foundation Stone was blessed by Archbishop
Vaughan. The silver trowel used for the ceremony was
engraved with the words: School Church of Our Lady of
the Immaculate Conception
Randwick, NSW. The congregation then numbered around
fifty.
Four years later in1885 the
Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart took charge of the parish
and on 15 November, the feast
of St Gertrude, Fr Tierney
became the first MSC to say
Mass in the school church.
Two days later Fr Tierney, two
other MSC priests and two
MSC Brothers took up residence in No. 2 Napper Terrace
which served as the presbytery.
And, on 11 January 1886 the
first MSC School at Randwick
was opened under the charge
of Misses Agnes and Emily
Finn.

The stained glass windows were imported from France.
The style of the architecture is 13th century Gothic. Because of the fall of the site, a hall was provided underneath which was used for some years as classrooms, and
currently is used as a parish centre, sharing the space
from this year with a pre-school.
In 1919 the present sanctuary
and transept were added with
additional space for the Shrine
to Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart. The new shrine was
opened on 17 October 1937
by Archbishop Michael Kelly.

First Presbytery Napper Terrace—1885,
photo c.1860

With a growing congregation
the need for a larger church
was soon recognised. Cardinal
Moran laid the foundation
stone for it on 5 June 1887. It
had a 1000 seat capacity; too
large said some parishioners at
the time. The building where
the nave of the present church
is, was finished a year later and
opened on 6 May 1888 under
the name of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart.
The Freeman’s Journal reported the opening and blessing by Cardinal Moran in great
detail … ‘it is needless to say
that the proceedings were
graced by a considerable number of ladies….banners and
religious symbols as well as
evergreens formed a part of the
decorations …special trains
were laid on for the occasion
from Sydney’.
Described as very handsome, constructed of brick on a
concrete foundation with an open timbered roof, it included a fine tower and spire with a gallery and Baptistry.

Second Presbytery c. 1887

While expansion to the church
was underway the need to
provide for extra accommodation for the priests was also
recognised. In March 1887 the
foundation stone for a presbytery was laid by Cardinal
Moran and in August that year
the priests moved into their
new building – large and comfortable with a little chapel
opening onto the verandah.
It was demolished and a new
one built on the same site in
1929 which continued as a
home for priests until the present presbytery was built in
1963. The 1929 building
became a parish social centre
that year, but in the late 1970s
was converted into classrooms, library and administration. It was demolished in
2005 to make way for two
new school buildings which
were opened on 11 December
that year by Cardinal Pell. A
major renovation to the church
including a Shrine to Mary
McKillop, an extended
narthex, new Baptistry and
refurbishment of the interior
was completed in 2008.

And so, we can look back
knowing that great things - the
church for us, the presbytery
for our priests - have been achieved by a series of developments done well over time. Further developments are
inevitable but will be determined by the devotion and
work of future generations. 

Third Presbytery c.1929
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St Margaret Mary’s Randwick North

T

he establishment of the parish of St Margaret Mary’s,
followed a long Catholic
tradition of building a local church
and school to meet the needs of its
community. OLSH Randwick had
that beginning in the late 1880s;
Randwick North had its beginnings
seventy years later in the 1950s.
Until then the Little Sisters had
made their chapel available in the
grounds of their Nursing Home for
Mass and other devotions; it offered
a convenient option to attending
OLSH church. However the number
of the congregation outgrew the
chapel and the need for a local
church became apparent.
The local parishioners set about
building their church by a similar
Catholic tradition of fund raising.
The first meeting on 30 April 1953
to discuss means of raising funds,
resulted in £140 being donated, a
Games Night was held on 29 May,
an evening of cards and games was
conducted on 10 July ‘even though
snow was falling heavily on the
Mountains and the winter winds
were urging all to stay indoors’,
and a Plain and Fancy Dress Ball
the following month.
By December that year Fr Kerrins
PP was able to report that the
contract for £35,000 for the new
School-Church had been let and
building was about to start. The
Foundation Stone was laid by
Bishop Lyons on 25 April 1954 but
with building difficulties the bless-

E

first principal. Instruction was offered from Kindergarten to Second
Class with about 45 pupils in attendance in three classrooms above the
church. The first lay Principal was
appointed in1975 and in 1983 the
school became a full primary school
with classes to 6th class with 150
pupils.

ing and opening of the Church by
Cardinal Gilroy was delayed until
4 September 1955.
The Cardinal referred to the new
church, being conducted by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart as the
DAUGHTER CHURCH of the
OLSH parish. The new church was
dedicated to St Margaret Mary, a
Visitation nun who had done much
to promote devotion to Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart. Her feast day is
celebrated on 17 October each year.
In the early days from 1956 Fr Dallas Cox msc lived in a small room
off the sacristy and had his meals at
the Randwick presbytery. It was not
until 1965 that a separate presbytery
was built in the grounds adjacent to
the church and in 1988 the church
was formally consecrated due to the
efforts of parishioners in having the
church, the presbytery and the
school free of debt.
To meet the educational needs of the
children of parishioners the
Brigidine Sisters began a new
School with Sr Camillus being the

arly editions of the Church Record often quoted parish statistics.
The years 1929-1932 are a good example:

Baptisms

1929
183

1930
119

1931
151

1932
174

Converts

27

25

30

54

Marriages
including Mixed
Marriages

72

63

48

56

23

21

12

12

Deaths

42

47

47

56

91,000+

109,929

124,136

116,000+

Holy Communions

On 15 May 1963 Randwick North
became a separate Archdiocesan
parish with Fr Chris O’Donoghue
appointed as Parish Priest. Following his death in 1993 a number of
diocesan priests were appointed as
Administrators and on 1 January
2002 the Cardinal appointed Fr John
Shallvey msc as the Administrator.
In January 2004 Fr John Rate was
appointed Parish Priest of both
OLSH and St Margaret Mary’s parishes. And so St Margaret Mary’s
parish is now again in the care of the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. 

OLSH Parish Priests
Fr. Andrew Navarre

1885

Fr. Michael Tierney

1885-1891

Fr. Peter Treand

1891-1926

Fr. Matthew Smith

1926-1939

Fr. James Power

1939-1948

Fr. John Doyle
- later Bishop

1948-1952

Fr. J.M. Kerrins

1952-1953

Fr. Aidan Breene

1954-1960

Fr. J.M. Kerrins

1960-1966

Fr. Bede Mooney

1966-1969

Fr. William McCormack

1969-1975

Fr. Norbert Earl

1975

Fr. Paul Collins

1976-1977

Fr. Edward (Ted)
Collins - later Bishop

1978-1985

Fr. Len Helm

1986-1992

Fr Peter Robinson

1993-1999

Fr John Rate

2000-2009

Fr Peter Hearn

2009-
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The Pietà and the Third Shrine

Q

uite often on entering the
church there are parishioners
praying before a shrine that is
less well known than the Shrines of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and
Mary McKillop but which attracts
devotion with the same fervour.
Situated in the south west corner of
the church surrounding the Pietà it is
the Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows.
The Pietà is a reproduction of a
marble sculpture carved by
Michelangelo in 1499 of Our Lady
of Sorrows receiving the Body of
Jesus in her arms. Randwick’s Pieta
was the gift of Mr and Mrs Fielder
in Holy Week 1899, just thirteen
years after the first Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart and some
hundred years before that of Mary
McKillop in 2008. Before the
church renovations in 2008 the Pietà
was in the main section of the
church but it is now part of the
enlarged narthex area. Michelangelo’s sculpture is housed in St
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.
Mr & Mrs Fielder also donated the
large Mission Cross on the north
west side of the church in 1899.
This Mission Cross is a replica of
the Mission Crucifix used by St Paul
of the Cross, the founder of the
Passionist Order of Priests (CP).
It was in 1948 during Father
Doyle’s time as parish priest that the
Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows was
set up at the Pietà with a back drop
of Seven Shields depicting the seven
sorrows of Our Lady. The carved
panelling and the rail and kneeler in
front of the Shrine are made of
Queensland maple.
The motifs on the shields, once
brilliantly coloured but now somewhat faded, are inspired by the

Gospels. Panel one refers to the
Prophecy of Simeon ‘Thy own soul
a sword shall pierce’; panel two the
Flight into Egypt and panel three the
Loss of the child Jesus at Jerusalem.
The colours are symbolic so that the
varying shades of blue on the fourth
panel Jesus meets his Mother on the
way to Calvary represent the darkening skies as darkness begins to
fall on the world.
The three crosses are selfexplanatory on panel five the Crucifixion scene at Calvary. The Cross
is empty on the next panel the
Taking down from the Cross and
laying Him in the arms of his
mother. The last panel is of the Burial of Jesus. The symbolic colours of
gold, black and white represent

death, and the small circles and
rectangular symbol is the ‘sepulchre
hewn from rock’.
The panels were drawn by the
Benedictine Nuns at Rydalmere.
Their monastery became known as
Subiaco so named after the cave in
which St Benedict lived as a hermit
in the fifth century. The nuns lived
at Rydalmere from 1849 to 1957
and during World War II made altar
breads for the Army Chaplains with
the Australian and American
Troops. The community later moved
to West Pennant Hills and then in
1988 settled in their present location
in Jamberoo. The parish has a
further connection with these nuns
as they provided advice for the images of the Memorial Windows. 
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Families - The Fallons

T

he Fallon family has a heritage as old as OLSH church
with Dr Cyril Fallon being
born in 1887, the same year the foundation stone of the church was laid.
His father died when he was two.
Family anecdotes say that Cyril
walked each day from his home in
Waverley to St Mary’s Cathedral
school. He won a Cardinal's scholarship to St Joseph's College, where he
played in the First XI cricket and XV
Rugby teams and was Dux in 1904.
He won an Exhibition to the University of Sydney graduating B.A. in
1908. He then enrolled in Medicine
graduating in 1913.
From a poor background, and
educated in the classics as well as the
medical profession, handsome and
with an eloquence practised in debating at school and university, he was
well placed to become a favoured
son of Sydney's embattled Catholic
society.

He stood as a representative of the
Catholic Federation’s Democratic
Party for the State Election in 1922
in the Eastern Suburbs electorate and
was elected to the Legislative Assembly. He helped to successfully
defeat the marriage amendment (ne
temere) bill, regarding the status of
Catholic / Civil marriage, and fought
alone in the NSW Parliament for the
cause of Catholic Rights in Education. He was responsible for the
Marist Brothers coming to Randwick
and establishing Marcellin College,
and was honoured with a wing of the
College being named after him. He
was honorary physician to the College and to the patients of the Little
Sisters of the Poor. In 1940 he was
appointed Knight Commander of the
Order of St. Sylvester by Pope Pius
XII. The Catholic Weekly, some
years after his death, described Dr.
Cyril Fallon as ‘one of the finest
Catholic laymen in the history of
Australia’.
His strong connection to Randwick
had begun in 1915 with his marriage
to Mildred Hunt with Fr Treand as
the officiating priest. He set up his
medical practice in 1919 at 148

Avoca Street. Mildred
and Cyril had five
children– Moira
(Hallett), Cyril Jnr,
Marcia, Peter, and
Paul.
Marcia trained as a
teacher and librarian,
and married Winston
‘Buster’ Summerhayes
in 1950. He is still
practising as a doctor
since graduating 57
years ago. She is indelibly associated with
Marcellin College. As
a qualified librarian
Paul & Coralie Fallon and family
she assisted with establishing the library at the Junior
parishioners. Peter cared for his
school. The well attired Brothers at
patients right up until his death in
Coogee often owed much to her
October last year, eleven days after
washing and ironing. Although their
his sister Marcia had died. Five
home was for many years in
weeks later the family were further
Coogee, she was a regular attendee
stunned and saddened when his eldat OLSH. Marcia passed away in
est son, Peter Jnr. died of a cerebral
October 2009.
haemorrhage while watching TV at
the family home.
Peter Fallon at age 24, re-opened the
Medical Practice in 1952 at the famIt is not surprising that these three
ily home in 148 Avoca Street. Lookdoctors, Cyril, Buster and Peter had
ing very young, some patients used
the great support of their wives –
to wonder if he was a ‘real doctor’.
Mildred, Marcia and Frances, who
In 1954 Peter married Frances
each in their own capacity, assisted
Tuxworth. They had six children,
in a combined desire to serve their
but one, a little girl, died soon after
communities.
birth, and Frances’s health suffered
Paul, the youngest of that generation
greatly after this.
of the Fallons, completed Pharmacy
Like his father, Peter Fallon was
studies at Sydney University in
dedicated to his patients in his large
1953, bought into a pharmacy in
medical practice. Always sympaCoogee in 1959 and in partnership
thetic and kindly, and with a wonwith a colleague remained there
derful sense of humour, he was also
until they sold it in 1998. Paul exone of the Medical Officers for the
celled at a number of sports but parAJC. He was known as a great
ticularly in Handball from early
medical diagnostician, but he made
days at Marcellin. He won many
no claim to certainty with his racing
Australian Titles (‘so many that he
must have lost count of them’ actips.
cording to an Old Boys Union reHe was a staunch supporter of the
port) and in 1964 represented AusMarists and, as his father before
tralia at the first World Handball
him, was made an honorary member
Championships in New York.
of the Marist Brothers Order. For all
of his 81 years he was a parishioner
Paul married his wife Coralie
of OLSH Randwick, serving on the
(Carrigan) who came from the
Parish Council and strongly
Moree/Goondiwindi district in 1960,
supporting efforts to have a nursing
wondering at the wedding reception
/ retirement home for Randwick
if perhaps Coralie was getting
Continued page 7
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from page 6
‘in-laws’ and he was getting ‘outlaws’! However, he soon grew to
admire and value greatly the country
relatives.
With their six children, (Vanessa,
Dominic, Richard, Jacqueline, Leon
and Daniel), Paul and Coralie have
been involved in different areas of
Parish and community life. Coralie
was on the Parish Steering Committee prior to setting up the first Parish
Council. Paul served on the first
Parish Council, and later Coralie
was on the Parish Council that
helped organize the celebrations for
the OLSH Centenary in 1985. They
have helped with liturgy, Marriage
Encounter, the Antioch Movement
and very much with music. Vanessa
conducted the Sydney Youth Choir
for the papal visit of Pope John Paul
II, with her husband, Mark Rohanna
musical director for the occasion.
With them, Jacqui and her husband,
John Field, and Dominic, Leon, and
Daniel have all been part of musical
groups contributing to the liturgy at
OLSH.
Richard has given more enjoyment
through sport, captaining the First
XI Cricket and Athletics. In his days
at Marcellin Junior he ran (at age
10) with Brother Brendan and some
of the boys from the college, completing the City-to Surf 14km race
in 57.12 minutes, and won some
acclaim for this. He has said that it
was his close involvement in
Randwick Antioch while he was at

University that gave him great
support in his faith.
NOTES
Vanessa and Mark were with the
group of Antiochiers from this area
who took Antioch to Alice Springs.
Vanessa was billeted there at the
home of the magistrate who gave
the first ruling in the Azaria
Chamberlain Trial.
Dominic met his wife, Vicki, now
Principal of Holy Cross School,
Woollahra, when they were both in
local Antioch groups, and Richard
met his wife, Josefina, when they
were both in one of Fr. Shallvey’s
prayer groups for young people.
Over two generations in Randwick
Parish, Fallons as teenagers have
benefited greatly in their spiritual
development through their involvement in various parish youth groups
such as the CYO and Antioch, as
well as enjoying tennis, handball,
drama performances and dances in
Greenstead Hall with other young
friends. These groups have provided
such well-rounded entertainment
and development for the younger
members of our parish.
The Fallon family have valued very
much their involvement in parish
life and what it has given them, as
well as the great friends they have
made amongst the MSC Priests,
young and old, many of whom have
become life-long friends. 

5th June 1887
“A bottle, containing some
particulars in reference to
the church, &c., having been
placed in the cavity, the
Cardinal smoothed the
mortar with a trowel
provided for the occasion,
and the stone was then
dropped into its position at
the south-west corner of the
tower.”
Freeman's Journal June 11, 1887

A few practical miscellaneous
“Don’ts.”

D
D

on’t habitually come late for
Holy Mass.

on’t leave the church before
Mass is ended. Allowing for
exceptional cases, the congregation, as a whole should
remain kneeling until the
priest leave the sanctuary.

D

on’t show openly that you
are eager to get out of God’s
House, even if, unhappily,
such is the case.

D

on’t remain standing in the
back portion of the church,
when there is abundance of
seating accommodation.

D

on’t disturb the priest immediately after his Mass, unless
it is unavoidable. When there
is need, be as brief as circumstances will permit, for the
priest must then, above all
times, attend to prayer after
the most sacred function of
his priesthood.

D

on’t be among the number of
those whose names are never
seen on the monthly contributions list.

An instruction to mass goers;
excerpt from Randwick
Catholic Church Record,
Vol 1, No.3, May 1919.
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The Legend of St. Anthony’s Bread for the Poor

H

ave you ever heard the
phrase ‘St. Anthony’s
Bread’? The origin of this
Franciscan-run charity program actually has something to do with the
staple food for which it was named.

PRAYER FOR ST ANTHONY
May the festival of Blessed
Anthony, thy confessor, O God,
ever give joy to thy Church
that her children may be ever
upheld by spiritual help and
become worthy of eternal
bliss. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, thy Son, who livest and
reignest with thee in the unity
of the Holy Ghost, God,
world without end.
Amen.

In 1888, Louise Bouffier managed a
small bakery store in the seaside
village of Toulon, France. One
morning, she couldn’t open the
shop’s door with her key. Neither
could a locksmith, who advised her
that he’d have to break the door
open. While he went to get his tools,
Louise prayed to St. Anthony of
Padua promising she would give
some of her bakery’s bread to the
poor if the door could be opened
without force. When the locksmith
returned, he tried the lock again and
was easily able to let Louise in without damage. True to her word, the
baker made sure that the poor of
Toulon received their due.
It wasn’t long before Louise’s
friends began to follow her example
of promising a gift of bread or alms
to the poor in return for prayers answered by St. Anthony. In the
1890s, they formalized this practice
by founding a charity called ‘St.
Anthony’s Bread’.
Fast forward to 1954 when Mrs
Angelina Santa Maria, the mother of
parishioner Joe Santa Maria moved
to our parish. Angelina had a deep
devotion to St Anthony and began
the practice at OLSH that was already common in some parishes of
providing small loaves of bread for
parishioners each year on 13 June,
the feast day of St Anthony. After
Angelina’s death in 2003 Joe and
his wife Carole have continued the
practice of having a basket of 13
dozen bread rolls blessed and distributed each 13 June. *
Mystery abounds about the statue of
St Anthony which is on the carved
wooden pedestal near Our Lady’s
Shrine. The pedestal has a hollow
centre with a slot opening and a
small rear lockable door. Would this

Daniel A. Lord, SJ.

The Rosary Makers

M
have been used as a poor box for St
Anthony’s Bread? There is an old
bronze plaque beside the statue with
the words
SAINT ANTHONYS
BREAD FOR
THE POOR
and a metal poor box below the
plaque, now labelled St Vincent de
Paul. That label is a recent one so
was the box originally for St
Anthony’s charity? Also unknown is
when was the statue placed in the
church, and when was the plaque
inset into the wall? Nobody knows.
And there is a further mystery.
Some five or six years ago another
parishioner also began the practice
of providing a basket of bread rolls
and a prayer to St Anthony for distribution each year on 13 June. Who
that parishioner is, nobody knows.
St Anthony is also the patron saint
of lost things. Perhaps some prayers
to him will solve these mysteries. 

* This year was a special year for Joe and Carole. Why? For the first time they
were unable to be at the Mass because Carole was attending a special ceremony
to receive her certificate as a direct descendant of a First Fleeter.

issions is a word that conjures up images of religious
men and women travelling to far
away places and of generous parishioners providing money to support
their work. But Rosary Makers?
Well, providing rosary beads for
overseas missions has been the work
of one of the ongoing and vibrant
organisations of the parish – the
Randwick Rosary Makers. Formed
as a separate guild to an Australia
wide group in 1984 it meets each
week and makes some 150 sets of
rosary beads each month to supply
the needs of overseas missions in
various places including the Philippines, Kiribati and Pakistan.
Making the rosaries is an art – they
are made of either wire or cord –
and packaging them is another art
acquired by the group – empty bottle shop boxes cut down to exact
posting sizes to save money has
been the task of the recently retired
Secretary/Treasurer and an original
member of the group, Allan Austin.

Many of us are familiar with the
three Mysteries of the Rosary, the
Joyful, the Sorrowful and the Glorious but are unaware of the fourth
Mystery, the Luminous, introduced
in 2002, and the only modification
to this Catholic prayer since the 13th
century. 
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A Mystery Unravelled
– The Great Eastern Window

T

here have been lingering
doubts about the history of
the Great Eastern Window was it merely boarded up during
World War II or removed to Douglas Park for safe keeping? We now
have the definitive answer! First
some background.
In writing about the centenary of our
church in 1985 Fr John McMahon
mentioned the necessity to remove
the window to ensure its safety during World War II. Where was the
evidence to say that it actually was
removed, especially that its removal
began to be regarded more as a
myth, and that the window was
merely boarded up?
So the search began! WW II was
some sixty years ago and very few
OLSH contemporaries remain and
those who were at Randwick then,
either could not be certain or were
too young to have been interested in
the window. Cardinal Edward
Cassidy spent some years as a
young boy at Randwick and attended daily Mass. He has no recollection of the window but wrote
‘..that beautiful church played an
important part in my being able to
respond to the call which the Lord
was making and I remain ever
grateful to Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart and the MSC clergy who were
there at the time’.
There is correspondence between
the then parish priest, Fr Power and
the insurance company that the
window had been insured, but for
what was not clear, and the parish
financial report for 1942 indicated
that it ‘was decided to remove the
window’ but was it really removed?
And, the Randwick Catholic Church
Record for February 1942 similarly
said that it was decided to remove
the window, but was it actually

Mysteries Unsolved

W
W
removed? The archives at the MSC
monastery Kensington have no record about it and our own church
records are not well organised to
readily yield any clues. (There’s a
job awaiting an archivist).
Enter Brother Bernard Delaney (see
story page 19). Among his scrapbooks was the 1944 edition of the
‘Chronicle’, the newsletter of the
MSCs. In it, in prose indicative of
the cautionary wording of WW II
reporting was the phrase ‘the beautiful sanctuary stained glass window
has arrived back from its place of
safety in the country’. But where
was that place?
Back to delving again into the parish
archives and to discover in a copy of
the November 1944 edition of the
Randwick Catholic Church Record a
report that ‘our stained glass window has arrived back from its place
of safekeeping at Douglas Park’.
And so the mystery is solved – the
window was removed to Douglas
Park. It is strange though that the
window was returned before the
official end of the war. Why?
That’s another mystery awaiting an
answer! 

W
W
W
W

w

here are the foundation
stones for the 1881 church
school and the one for the
new church built in 1887?

hatever happened to the
altar rails in front of the
main altar and the side
altars, removed following
the reforms of Vatican II?

hat contents are in the time
capsules placed under the
church in 1987 commemorating its establishment in
1887?

hat amusements did the
1938 Randwick Catholic
Amusements Club provide?

hen did The Catholic Youth
Organisation, formed in
1943, cease to function?

hat happened to the
Randwick Catholic Boys’
Sports Club with a ‘roll
call of 60 lads’, which was
formed in 1937?

hat happened to the
Randwick Catholic Literary and Debating Society
which was formed in 1923?

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Our early Missionaries of the Sacred Heart priests would sometimes sign their names with M.S.C and
sometimes M.S.H. Why? Well, the first MSCs who came out here were mainly French, and they used the
Latin MSC but presumably decided to use M.S.H., the English version. However in 1926, MSC became the
official version. But, there are still variations. Some priests prefer M.S.C or m.s.c and some msc.
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The Forgotten Building

T

he parish records show that
between the years 1951 and
1962 there was a Domestic
Science Secondary School for girls
from 1st year to 3rd year Intermediate Certificate. Sr Elaine Whittaker’s
memories are that the secondary
classes began in 1940 and their
classrooms were underneath the
church as were the primary classes.
However in 1951 the secondary
classes moved into another building
next to the church, but not Ventnor
as generally believed from the
report in Fr J McMahon’s book,
Randwick Catholic Church Centenary 1885-1985.

Street, now the present school playgrounds, to the Catholic Church,
retaining only a small parcel of land
around Ventnor with garden and
lawns. A report to parishioners in
June 1948 said ‘we hope that in the
near future further recreational
facilities for the Parochial school
children, as well as the youth, will
be made on the property adjoining
the school grounds which was
recently purchased by the church
….any building operations must
wait a more opportune time’.
By early 1949 some rooms in
KALINGO were already being used

remembers that the basement – they
called it ‘the dungeon’ – was used to
prepare lunches which were then
sent down to the classrooms under
the church, an early version of a
tuckshop. There were many suggestions as to the best use of the building. One idea, ultimately adopted,
was for the Home Science Department to occupy the whole premises;
another idea was to build an entirely
new Home Science Department as
part of a proposed secondary school
building on the north side of the
property allowing the building to
accommodate all the infants and
primary classes.
In October 1950 Fr Doyle PP wrote
to the Diocesan Inspector of Schools
of the Catholic Education Office,
the legendary Fr J F Slowey, ‘that
the Home Science rooms are almost
ready for use and would be in
operation from January 1951 for 1st
year, 2nd year and 3rd year’. Sr
Eleanor Carter remembers being a
student in one of the first classes to
move into the high school in 1951
when she was in 3rd year and how
much the girls enjoyed their new
surroundings.

Kalingo—back entrance
That building was called
‘KALINGO’. The Land Titles
Office records show several owners
of the land from 1853 to 1935 when
Miss Annie Kiss (the Kiss family
owned Ventnor at that time) purchased it from the Bundock family
and leased it to a Mrs Farmer. Mrs
Farmer conducted a boarding house
there for some years and parishioner
Rosemary Turner well remembers
the place as she and her family lived
there for a short time in 1941. They
had been evacuated from New
Guinea early in the World War II
and her grandmother and aunt
rented two separate rooms there.
In 1948 Miss Kiss sold KALINGO
and all the land to the east of the
building and across to Milford

for classrooms and by the end of the
year ‘plans were under way to commence a Home Science Branch of
education at the Girls’ Parochial
School…..In several Catholic parish
schools around Sydney the Home
Science school has already been put
into operation with favourable
results…. By starting now we feel
we are but anticipating a branch of
science which will become compulsory in the not distant future. The
complete alterations and equipment
will cost approximately £3000 and
we feel confident this amount will
be willingly met by the parishioners
whose assistance we ask in the necessary financial outlay’.
KALINGO was a large building.
Another parishioner Mavis Burke

It was in 1960 that changes to the
NSW education curriculum, the
Wyndham Scheme, were proposed,
extending secondary schooling from
five years to six years with the
School Certificate issued in Year 10
after four years, and the Higher
School Certificate at the end of
Year 12.
It was in 1960 also that plans for a
brand new infants, primary and girls
high school were proposed and a
brochure with sketches of these
buildings was presented to the
parish in 1961. These plans described a project of three new school
buildings and a new presbytery. The
infants and primary schools were
the first to be approved and
contracts were signed on 9 June
1961 with a period of 30 weeks to
complete. The new infants and
primary schools were opened and
blessed by Cardinal N T Gilroy on
21 January 1962.
Continued page 11
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The upheaval of the Wyndham
Report was not the only cause for
massive changes in the Parish. Miss
Annie Kiss died in August 1962 and
the Catholic Church was successful
in purchasing, at auction, Ventnor
and surrounding land across to
Milford Street.

Kalingo—front view
OLSH Primary School Opening 1962

A letter from Fr Kerrins PP to
parishioners in December 1962
detailed the plans for the new
presbytery involving the removal of
one tree on the Avoca Street frontage and the demolition of the
Domestic Science School, the
KALINGO building, as the first
steps preparatory to the laying of the
presbytery foundations. It had long
been recognised that having the
presbytery so far away from the
church was a great disadvantage,
both for priests and parishioners.
The Domestic Science School was
to be continued in some of the
original classrooms under the
church as these rooms were now
vacant because of the changeover
early in 1962 to the new infants and
primary schools. However in another twelve months the secondary
school had ceased to exist. At the
end of 1963 the OLSH concert on

Friday 6 December was ‘the last
link in the OLSH chain’ for the secondary school when ‘the primary
school and 3rd year girls had their
big night concert at the UNSW’.
A Parents & Friends Report said
that ‘it is fitting to incorporate a
note of regret that the old domestic
science building is to suffer the fate
that has befallen so many of the
historic early buildings of Randwick. But, progress we must and we
shall all welcome the structure that
is to replace it’.
By February 1963 the demolition of
KALINGO had already taken place.
And so one of Randwick’s very
early sandstone homes, believed to
have been built in the late 1850s,
was no longer in existence.
KALINGO is a forgotten building,
now merely a mark on early maps of
the district. 

The Irabina Association 1983 – 2009

I

n recent years significant
advances have been made in the
way we have come to accept
people with disabilities as equal
partners in our community. This is
not to deny that these people have
special needs. Just as we all have
unique gifts we all, at some time,
need the help of others to enrich our
lives. People with disabilities are no
different.
The Irabina Association met those
needs for 26 years from 1983 to
2009. Its driving force was Sister
Bernice csb whose aim was to foster
an environment in which disabled
adults would grow socially and
emotionally. In doing so she
developed programs that had
concern for the social and spiritual
aspects of the lives of those people
that bridged and complemented
government services.

The focus of Irabina was to make
the lives of those with disabilities as
happy and contented as possible.
Over those 26 years the achievements were many. An irrepressible
fund raiser, Sister Bernice ensured
Irabina was a registered charity that
saw money being provided, first for
a four seater sedan, later a 22 seater
bus (and its replacement), the
provision of professional services,
social and recreational activities,
and a residential respite care facility,
first in Waratah Street and later in
Canberra Street.
For Irabina to continue after Sisters
Bernice and Margaret Mary retired a
great deal of money would have
been required to meet expenses,
including accommodation, car, rent,
staff, running costs, etc. Also no
payment was ever made for office
space or a room for respite care.

‘There never were any paid staff as
we had excellent volunteers’, said Sr
Bernice. All the above expenses
were covered by Randwick Parish
and the Brigidine Sisters.
Irabina’s history is written in two
magazines, (Memories 1983-1994,
Memories II 1983-2003) edited by
Sister Bernice with a wonderful
photographic record of the people
and their activities, printed and
donated by Ita Buttrose. Further
details are to be found in three
DVD’s. Irabina Association was a
joint venture of Sister Bernice csb
and Sister Margaret Mary LCM.
Throughout its existence Irabina
was motivated by the scripture
message from Micah 6:8.
“To act justly, to love tenderly and
to walk humbly with our God”. 
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A

Treasures of the Parish

s we celebrate the 125th anniversary of our Pari
we do have a small but significant collection of

B IS H O P V E R J U S RE L ICS
When Bishop Verjus, the first
bishop of PNG went to Europe
to report to Fr. Chevalier, he
left his rochet, a vestment similar to a surplice, and Canon
Missae at Randwick. These are
very precious relics of an MSC
who one day may be a canonised saint. The Canon Missae
(the book formally used by a
bishop during the Canon of the
Mass) dates from 1850s and
contains some very beautiful
etchings, while the frontispiece
has been hand coloured. The
rochet is in very good condition
considering its age.

VESTMENTS
There is an amazing collection of pre-Vatican II
vestments, dating back to perhaps the end of
19th Century. Unfortunately these are not being
well conserved as we do not have the resources
for that. A selection of these was exhibited in
Ventnor on the occasion of the blessing of the
renovated church and new Baptistery in 2008.

T H E O ’ D O N N E L L M O N S T RA N C E

This magnificent monstrance was a gift to the church in 1930 from Mi
parishioners of Randwick from 1898. The monstrance was created in F
Marseilles. Only two other similar monstrance's were made, one is in C
made of gold-washed fine silver, weighs about ten kilos, and is nearly

At the base there are representations of the four evangelists and the tex
who redeemed us by his precious blood’, in Latin. Beautifully coloure
ornament the base while eight angels surround the aperture where the h
the base as well.

When Brian Andrews came to photograph the monstrance for his book
that he had never seen such a precious object outside a bank vault. At t
unlocked cupboard in the presbytery! It is now securely housed at Ken
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ish it would be good for us to remember that
f liturgical items of which we should be proud.

isses Bridget and Honora O’Donnell,
France by Messrs Mouret & Co. of
Canada and the other in Argentina. It is
a metre in height and half a metre wide.

xt ‘Come let us adore Christ the Son of God
d Limoges enamels of biblical scenes
host is placed. Brilliant and cut stones stud

k Australian Gothic, he commented to me
that time the monstrance was kept in an
nsington Monastery.

F R P A T R IC K S H A RP E M S C
1925 CHALICE
Known as ‘The Father James Bourke’
chalice, this chalice was a gift to him on
the occasion of his ordination to the
priesthood on 30th November 1925, by
the people of his home town Benalla,
Victoria. It is a gold chalice, decorated
with precious and semi-precious stones. It
is quite a beautiful piece of gold smithing.

1901 CHALICE
This chalice was given to the church in
1901 – the year of Federation. It is gold
and a beautiful example of gold smithing.
The base has medallions to the Sacred
Heart and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
and intertwined lilies. The pure gold cup is
held in gold filigree work of waratahs. This
chalice is a wonderful work of artistry. It is
interesting to see Australian wildflowers
used in this way, and of course the waratah
is the floral emblem of NSW.

C I BO R IU M
Some years ago I found this ciborium at the bottom of a
cupboard in the presbytery sacristy. It was badly dented
and the cross was missing from the top of the lid. I realised that it was old, but not how old. Fr. Rate decided to
have it restored and the goldsmith commented that it
was ‘old, French, and possibly from about the time of
the Revolution’! It had obviously been brought to
Randwick by one of the early MSC priests.
Unfortunately this beautiful ciborium was again dented
so it is also now securely housed at Kensington Monastery. It is a truly historical treasure.
T HES E I T EM S A R E IN T H E C AR E O F B R O TH ER J A C K B O E L EN,
S A CR I S T AN AT T HE M S C M O N AS T ER Y K EN S I N G TO N
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1959-1963

I

n 1959 the first class I taught was Grade six at
OLSH Primary School. There were nine Brigidine
Sisters on the staff and just one lay teacher, Miss
Marie Thomas, who had previously taught Grade six, but
was leaving to begin her married life and family.
The Sisters walked down to the school from Brigidine
Convent each day. They were all dressed the same way:
long black dresses, white around their faces and long
black veils. This meant that all one
could see of them were their faces and
hands, except, of course, when they
pinned back their veils, turned up
their skirts, rolled up their sleeves put
on a large apron and did the cleaning.

S r D O RO T H Y H IC K E Y

schools for their Leaving Certificate. The Grade six students also had to do an external examination, the Primary Final. A good pass in several subjects was rewarded with an Honours classification.
During my time at the school, two new buildings were
built for the Infants and Primary classes with two parallel rows of classrooms from close to Milford Street towards the old presbytery.

In these buildings a wide
wooden window sill ran
the length of the hallways. In the Upper Primary, the mothers had
placed very attractive
The classroom was one of four underarrangements of plants
neath the Church, in the south western
and driftwood. They
corner. A door connected the room to
kept on dying and had to
what I believe had been the Staff
be replaced, which was a
Room, set into the undercroft of the
puzzle for us all. Then
Church and still, 14 years after the
we found out that the
end of World War II, called 'The Air
Opening ceremony of OLSH Primary School, 1962 children, being very
Raid Shelter'. It was not used for anyproud of their new
thing more than for storage of unwanted items.
school, had made sure the plants would not die from lack
of water. Unfortunately, they died from having been too
The girls (the boys usually went to the Brothers' schools
carefully tended by too many people.
after Grade two) sat two by two in desks with thick iron
frames. Books were kept inside the desktop. At the top
right hand corner of the top, was a small hole about the
size of a 50 cent coin which had been used for the little
white ceramic jar containing ink for writing. By 1959 the
girls were using fountain pens and it was some time before biros became the tool of choice.
Each Friday afternoon, we all packed away our goods in
the wooden cupboards and locked them up, as the school
was used in the evening for the Parish Bingo. Only the
Bingo people seemed to have a use for the hole in the
desk, so on Monday we had to check for rubbish before
beginning class.
Students usually left school after Third Year, the Intermediate Certificate, though some chose to go on to other

Recording
OLSH
History

When we moved into our new Grade six, we were very
happy to see that the new building came with new, more
modern desks as well. The windows facing the ocean
frequently clouded up and had to be cleaned. It was great
to be the children told to put on raincoats, take off shoes
and do the job of hosing down the windows.
There were weekly Physical Education lessons from
visiting teachers and each day after morning recess the
children would carry out these exercises. Dances were
also learnt and often performed at the annual end of year
concert which was usually held in Greenstead Hall, but
one year was transferred to UNSW.
Schooling today is far removed from when I taught. 
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Losing the Past - the Decline of Sodalities

S

odalities – groups of the laity
formed for devotional or
charity purposes - were a
distinctive feature of Catholic life in
general and OLSH in particular.
They aimed at cultivating higher
ideals in its members, and of using
one’s influence for good. They went
into decline following the reforms
of Vatican II which emphasised
individual freedom rather than regimentation in groups in the reception
of the Sacraments.
SACRED HEART SODALITY
Its beginnings date from 1936. It
was involved in many of the
activities of the parish. Originally its
membership consisted of women
only, with the obligation of attending Mass each first Sunday of the
month as a group, wearing the
medal which was sewn on a red
ribbon, and divided into different
‘guilds’. Each guild had a prefect
and sub-prefect who marked off
attendees’ names and donations, and
even whether they received Holy
Communion. The number of
members at one time was more than
400 divided into 45 guilds. Masses
were offered for sick and deceased
members and donations were made
to various groups such as the MSC
Missions, St Vincent de Paul and
the Altar Society. In later years the
Sodality Mass was moved from first
Sunday to first Friday, signifying
the changes brought about after
Vatican II.
In the 1980s men were allowed to
join but by the late 1990s membership was very low and ageing. Until
1996 Holy Hour and Exposition was
held before Mass but because of low
numbers it was decided to discontinue this practice. In 2003 the Sodality’s bank account was closed
with the balance of $245 donated to
the Daughters of OLSH Overseas
Aid Fund. However even now the
Sacred Heart Sodality prayer is often recited and the Banner erected
on the altar, as First Friday is still
seen as a special Feast Day of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

T H E C H ILD RE N O F MA RY
The oldest of the parish sodalities,
the Children of Mary Sodality was
formed in 1888. Membership consisted of older school girls, and unmarried female adults. Rules were
strict about attendance at Mass each
third Sunday of the month, and the
wearing of the Society’s regalia –
which included a blue cloak worn
over clothes and a white veil and
medal.
While the principal activity was the
monthly Mass attendance, Holy
Communion and evening devotions,
there was an annual retreat and a
range of other social and charitable
works – regular support for the
Brooklyn Orphanage – and assistance to other parish groups –
particularly the Altar Society. The
Sodality regularly reported its
activities to the parish until the mid
1960s when it appears to have
disbanded.
T H E H O LY N A ME S O C IE T Y
The second Sunday of the month
was reserved for the monthly Mass
attendance of members of the Holy
Name Society, formed as an OLSH
branch in 1936. It was a youth and
men’s only society and in 1946 it
had an active membership of over
600. Members were issued with a
distinctive small badge, displaying a
black and white shield to be worn
on the lapel. The Holy Name Pledge
was ‘to lead a decent and manly life,
be clean in mind and speech and
praise and honour Our Lord’. As
with the other sodalities attendance
at devotions was the principal activity of the Society and as with the
Children of Mary it appears to have
disbanded in the mid 1960s. 

Did you know?

I

n 1947 there were more
Catholics in Avoca Street - 292than any other street in
Randwick. Alison Road was a
close second with 275.

T
F

wo of our parish priests, Ted
Collins and John Doyle, have
been ordained bishops.
inancial reports in the past
were printed in English and
French .

T

he longest continuously
operating parish organisation
is the St Vincent de Paul
Society, established in 1892.

T

he statue of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart in a niche over
the front of the church, a gift
of the Children of Mary, was
installed in 1928, forty years
after the church was built.
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An Interview with Brother David Hall

M

arcellin College Randwick, founded in 1923, is a secondary boys’
school with 940 students and a staff of 85. Brother David Hall is its new
Headmaster. In this article he tells us about himself and his career.

W H E RE W E RE YO U E D U C A T E D
I attended St Patrick’s School at Dundas and my final
secondary years were spent at Marist Brothers College,
Eastwood. I was imbued with the Marist influence so
after the HSC in 1979 I joined the order and completed
my novitiate in Mittagong and was professed as a
Brother in 1982.
D O T E A C H IN G A N D B E I N G A M A R I S T
BROTHER GO HAND IN HAND?
They certainly did in those days, but the path was not
necessarily predictable. After completing my Teaching
Diploma in Geography and Economics in 1984 I became, instead of a secondary school teacher, a primary
school drama teacher at Benedict College in Lidcombe.
It was an exciting time for a new teacher, and particularly at a place that catered for new arrival immigrants,
many of whom had very little English. Three years later
in 1987 I was appointed Head of Religious Education at
our College in Canberra. Then life took an interesting
turn. After a difficult period of discernment I left the
Order for three years and during that time did what
many young Aussies do – backpack around the UK and
Europe.
1 9 9 0 W A S T H E S T A R T OF Y O U R S CH O O L
L E A D E RS H IP RO L E S
Yes, around that time I rejoined the Order and aged 28, I
became the Principal at St Mary’s Rydalmere. For the
next eight years I held various senior positions in Marist
schools in Queensland, NSW and the ACT. Starting out
as Principal at age 28 is exciting but it’s also quite
daunting. I remember the advice of an older wiser confrere that has stayed with me to this day: “Don’t try and
be in charge,” he counselled, “you already are.” He
helped me understand the sacred and privileged responsibility that comes with authority.
T H E N T H E RE W A S A N O T H E R S H I F T I N RO L E S
FOR YOU
A most exciting and unanticipated one. In 2002, happily
ensconced as Principal at St Patrick’s Marist College at
Dundas, I was asked to take on the role of Executive
Director of our Marist Ministries Office – a role responsible for the supervision and animation of Marist ministries, which includes 35 schools, a welfare agency,
young adult ministry, and solidarity works with our ministries in Melanesia and South-east Asia. This role took
me all over the country and indeed across the world as
our headquarters are in Rome and our Mother House is
in France.

During this time I
was particularly
moved by the plight
of the young people
in the care of our
welfare agency,
Marist Youth Care.
This agency caters
for some of the most
‘at risk’ young
people in Western
Sydney and I came
to appreciate the
resilience of kids
who just didn’t get a
fair go in life.

2008 SAW YOU BACK TO FORMAL STUDY IN
A M E RI CA
Marcellin Champagnat, our founder, was overwhelmingly committed to the education of youth, particularly
in schools. Time and again, experience and research has
taught us that school effectiveness has a lot to do with
the calibre of school leaders. With this in mind, I
enrolled in a Doctor of Ministry degree at the Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago. It is a unique degree that
combines advanced theological study with the development of pastoral skills. My rich experience had opened
my eyes to the growing demands on school leaders and I
wanted to do something that contributed to the way we
select and support people for school leadership.

I MP RE S S IO N S O F A ME R I CA
I came to love the USA but I came home firmly
convinced that the education we offer our young people
in Australia is far and away better than what is offered in
the majority of their schools. Sadly though, Catholic
schools are few and far apart since they lack any government funding. We are a lucky country.

DO YOU HAVE A SENSE OF WHAT IS THE
‘ N E X T BIG T H I N G ’ IN E D U CA T IO N ?
Schools have always been about teaching and learning
but the notion of developing our young adults for
citizenship has slipped off the radar. It’s coming back,
and there are signs that the small but important things
again matter. The values of politeness and courtesy for
example are being seen as part of our school curriculum.
Mutually respectful relationships among students are
Continued page 17
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From page 16
now a central core of our school’s environment. At
another level, the present discussion about an ethics
course in schools shows a concern for fashioning the
young to take their place in society.
W H A T A BO U T T E C H N O L O G Y
Technology is not new but its advantages for learning
have not been fully exploited. We want Marcellin to be
known as a technologically innovative school and to be
so, students and staff need to feel comfortable in
embracing the advantages that technology offers across
a full range of subjects. Success will empower our boys
to be productive members of society. I am hoping that
by later this year we will have strategies in place so that
we can truly say Marcellin is an active learning community. It’s not going to be easy, it’s demanding and a bit
scary for both students and staff but the rewards are
great.
W H E RE D O Y O U S E E P A RE N T S A S P A RT O F
T H E M A R CE L L IN F A M IL Y
Parents face different challenges to the time of my childhood in Dover Heights and later in Carlingford. I was
the second eldest among six brothers and sisters. Today
parents are very often challenged by young people –
they are more in your face, more demanding and parents
now look more and more to schools for help. Not a day
goes by at Marcellin without a telephone call or a visit
by a parent – sometimes for information and sometimes
for help. I am convinced that now, more than ever,
parents and schools need to be in constant contact with
one another as we seek to develop the character of
young people.

Y O U ’V E W O R K E D I N C O - E D U C A T I O N A L
S C H O O L S . W H A T ’S YO U R V IE W ?
It’s one of those educational issues where there are
strong arguments both for and against. My experience is
that these schools can produce uneven results – either
the girls do better or the boys shine at the expense of
girls. There are Marist co-educational schools which are
performing well but I could not imagine Marcellin
becoming co-ed.
A N D , IF Y O U H A D A M A G I C W A N D
The term ‘lucky country’ describes Australia well – we
have so much. But I think we are becoming too selfsatisfied, too concerned about our own interests, and not
sufficiently committed to the common good. In this regard we would do well to consider the ideas of the great
Catholic French philosopher Jacques Maritain. He
teaches us that people are socially formed, and that common to all humanity we have a spiritual life directed
toward some good greater than individual selfaggrandisement. I’d love the boys at MCR to leave
believing this.
S P A R E T IM E M U S T B E A T A P R E M I U M BU T
DO YOU HAVE OUTSIDE INTERESTS
I have a large family – four brothers and two sisters, and
thirteen nieces and nephews – and after two years out of
the country catching up on lost time with them has been
important of late. It’s also wonderful to be living back in
the same city as my mother and so spending as much
time with her is something we both enjoy. Keeping fit is
also something I enjoy and regular exercise is always
part of my weekly schedule. 

Marcellin College - a brief history

F

ounded in 1923 and beginning with an enrolment of 159 boys, Marcellin College was known as Marist Brothers School Randwick until its name change in 1955. In the first year both primary and lower secondary classes
were taught with fees of sixpence, ninepence and one shilling per week per pupil according to the class attended. In 1928 the first Fifth Year sat for the Leaving Certificate Examination. That year the Old Boys Union was
formed and a school uniform was introduced in 1932. By 1948 enrolment had grown to 710 pupils and a decade later
there were 867 pupils from Fourth Class primary to Fifth Year secondary.
The Wyndham Scheme introduced in the 1960s added another year to secondary schooling when the College was
already at full capacity. To accommodate the new Year 12 the college became secondary only, with the primary
classes transferred to the boys school at Coogee, becoming known as Marcellin Junior, and closing in 1989 to later
become St Brigid’s Primary School.
Throughout its existence building renovations and extensions have taken place. Marcellin College is now an impressive complex with 940 boys and a staff of 85. 
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75th Anniversary of Founding of Port Keats Mission

S

eventy five years ago Fr
Richard Docherty msc stood
on the foredeck of the mission
lugger St Francis as it made its way
out of Darwin harbour and turned
west: he wrote a few months later
that at that moment he ‘felt like
Captain Cook’. Actually he could
have said more like Captain Phillip
seeing he was on the way to found a
new settlement – but Captain Cook’s
name carries with it the overtones of
adventure, dangers, unforeseen possibilities.
Mgr Gsell msc, administrator of
Victoria-Palmerston (Darwin) diocese had been asked by the government to set up a Catholic mission in
the Port Keats area. There were two
main reasons. Firstly, reports had
indicated that the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area were in a poor state,
probably dying out. Secondly, they
were an aggressive mob and needed
pacifying. They had recently murdered some Japanese shark fishermen and some European travellers,
and the police were finding them
very hard to track down.
Mgr Gsell called upon a young,
resourceful missionary, Fr Richard
Docherty, to do the job. Fr Docherty
recalled that he was chosen for the
job because he just happened to be
around. Nevertheless, it was his self
confidence and that willingness of
his ‘to have a try at everything’ that
his novice master had complained
about in 1921 which enabled him to
perform his task.
Fr Docherty made an exploratory
expedition by sea to the area in
1934. He sailed up the various
creeks looking for a suitable landing
place. He didn’t find one that met all
the criteria, so he settled on a temporary site at the mouth of a creek. It
was Wernteknganayi or ‘Old Mission’ as it came to be called.
Back in Darwin he made preparations, which included cutting timber
on Bathurst Island and preparing the
framework for a new DIY mission
presbytery, stripping down his Tmodel Ford into its component parts

so that it could be
loaded on to the St
Francis. He persuaded a few Port
Keats people who
were in Darwin in
conjunction with a
court case to come
with him to introduce
him to the Port Keats
inhabitants. He persuaded the former
captain of the St
Francis to come
along with his own
lugger, the Ariake. He acceded to the
request of a young anthropologist,
Bill Stanner, to join the party, and
off they sailed on the morning of 19
June 1935.
75 years later, Wednesday 23 June
2010, a group of people gathered at
Old Mission on a warmish dry
season day to celebrate the memory
of the landing of Fr Docherty’s party
and the celebration of the first
Sunday Mass at Port Keats. That one
had been on an improvised altar
under a canvas covering. Dr Stanner
caught the scene on his camera. He
wrote in 1973: ‘Looking back, I
wish I had had the wit and the skill
somehow to contrive to bring into
the one photograph the whole of that
scene. But I did not grasp all that
was unfolding at Port Keats’.
A lot of people arrived in their own
transport while buses ferried visitors
who had arrived by plane from the
Port Keats airstrip to Old Mission.
The clergy were well represented.
The present PP of Wadeye, Leo
Wearden msc, guided the celebrations as MC. A previous PP, Fr Peter
Hearn msc, presently parish priest of
OLSH Randwick, stood in for the
bishop as main celebrant at the Mass
– Bishop Hurley had been suddenly
incapacitated by illness. The occasional sermon was delivered by the
MSC Provincial, Fr Tim Brennan
msc.
The outline of the ceremony was
straightforward and simple. People
and clergy gathered at the water’s
edge. The tide was well out, so there

was an expanse of sand to trudge
through. The Mass place had been
prepared above the beach close to
where Fr Docherty had celebrated
the first Sunday Mass there on
23 June 1935.
After Mass Sister Little fdnsc as
Diocesan Chancellor presented
medals in the name of the bishop to
the community members who were
alive when Fr Docherty arrived in
1935; also long service Mission
Crosses to Sr Emmanuel fdnsc, Bros
Ted Merritt msc and Vince Roche
cfc, and to museum curator and
long-time mission worker Mark
Crocombe . Some songs were delivered and some speeches, particularly
by Tobias, the head of the local
land-owning clan, and Graeme
Mundine as a member of the nationwide Koori people.
After the ceremonies everybody
went off home, leaving Old Mission
as a quiet peaceful place, while the
Wadeye inhabitants returned to their
bustling busy little world of big
trucks zooming around, an enclaved
small township of workers with its
own power supply, company offices
with outside staff. Fr Docherty had
been sent to save a dying population.
Back then the count had been 120 to
150. Today the population of
Wadeye is approaching 3000. It is
the biggest Aboriginal settlement in
Australia. On that simple statistic Fr
Docherty achieved his aim indeed.
─ adapted from report by Fr Martin
Wilson msc.
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Brother Bernard Delaney msc – 91 Not Out

B

ernard Delaney tells a wonderful story of ‘the
man in the cemetery’ in the town of Narrabri
where he was born in 1919. Wandering through
the cemetery when four years of age he saw a man
dressed in white. In fright he fled. Some years later he
realised it was a statue of the Sacred Heart and he continued a ‘nodding friendship’ with the statue.
Eight years after his final Profession
as an MSC Brother he returned home
to visit the graves of his parents,
stopped at the statue and read the
invocation at its base. It read ‘May
the Sacred Heart of Jesus be every
where loved’, the motto of the MSC
Society. ‘I felt wonderfully confirmed in my vocation’ he recalls.
Perhaps it is no mere coincidence
either that Bernard’s mother, to support her family, worked in laundries
and kitchens, some of the roles that
Bernard was to carry out in various
MSC monasteries for over seventy
six years.
Now 91 years old, Brother Bernard
has spent 56 years at the Kensington Monastery, interspersed with time at various MSC Houses. Leaving
school at 15 years of age after being educated by the
Sisters of Mercy he spent two years at the Douglas Park
Novitiate with part of his first year there assisting in the
dining room at the Apostolic School. ‘An easy job’ he
says’ ‘just do as you are told’. Nonetheless the training
was a good apprenticeship for his later roles in charge of
refectories at MSC Monasteries.
Professed as a Brother in August 1936, he spent the next
three years at Kensington and then in 1939 at the MSC
House in Croydon, Victoria. ‘They gave me an added
job, looking after the dairy as well as the care of the dining room and doing the mending for the ten priests and
40 students’. Then it was back to Kensington for the next
30 years.
In 1979 he was posted to Rome to help with the day to
day running of the MSC General House. A wonderful

time is how he describes his time there. ‘I was then 60
years of age and too old to learn the Italian language so I
entertained English speaking visitors by showing them
the sights of Rome’. There was one disappointment. ‘I
couldn’t get used to the idea of having an afternoon siesta and the result was I often had to be the doorman
while others had their afternoon nap’.
A bout of sickness cut short his stay
and he returned to be the Housekeeper for the community at the
Coogee Provincial House. He moved
back to Kensington in 1987 to be, as
he describes it in his low key way,
‘the office boy at the MSC
Archives’. Fr Peter Hearn says
‘Bernard’s own records of the Order
in his meticulously kept scrapbooks
are a unique collection. His memory
of events and people are the stuff of
legends. His scrapbooks are a delight
to read and he is a wonderful story
teller’.
At the same time he was assisting
with the housekeeping and cleaning
of the monastery. ‘I did the gardening too but it all came to a stop three years ago when I
broke the sacrum bone in my spine. ‘It didn’t quite stop
him’ says Fr Peter. ‘He used to sit on a skateboard to
move around the gardens – a most unusual but effective
way of gardening’.
With his disarming chuckle Bernard says that when he
stopped working he expected eight people to replace
him, but it took just one. ‘Not good for self esteem’ he
grins.
Throughout his travels and his role as an MSC Brother
he has maintained a very strong bond with his family. He
was one of 15 children – three are still alive – and he is
in constant touch with his many nieces and nephews.
It’s a measure of the man that when asked if he has any
regrets, quick as a flash he says ‘none – I hope I am in
the camp of our founder, of aspiring to be neither sinner
nor saint’. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS
The 21st century has seen some important happenings in the Parish, the first of which was the Parish Assembly held
in 2001. From this the Children’s Liturgy at the 10.30 am Mass during term time began; the Bible Study, the RCIA,
a committee set up to focus on the repair and restoration of Ventnor, and a Mission – Open the Doors to Christ followed. During this decade the new school buildings were opened, the church underwent a major
refurbishment and we experienced World Youth Day. At the other end of the spectrum we said goodbye to well
established groups – the Randwick and Eastern Region Catholic Women’s’ League branches (active since the
1970s) and the Randwick Catholic Boy Scouts group (in existence since 1927 until 2001).
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Brigidine Randwick Orchestra A Feast of Fine Music

B

rigidine Randwick’s
dynamic and versatile
Orchestra began some sixty
years ago in humble circumstances.
It was the brainchild of the late
Sister Winifred Lee csb, a gifted,
innovative and creative musician
and music teacher. Using borrowed
instruments and handwritten scores,
a group of the College’s keen music
students, including present day
Brigidine Sisters Faye Kenny, who
played the trumpet, and Maureen
Keady, who played the clarinet,
began learning their parts of works
from some of the great classical
composers.
Soon, under the baton of the
talented violin teacher, Dr Ernest
Toy, they were performing, at a
high standard, Mozart’s ‘A Little
Night Music’ and the First Movement of Schubert’s ‘Unfinished
Symphony’. Two years later the
Orchestra presented a Concert at
the Sydney Conservatorium of
Music to mark the Golden Jubilee
of the College in 1951.
Thus began a long line of excellent
performances by the Brigidine
Randwick Orchestra. A few years
later it again performed magnificently from its expansive repertoire
of classical works at the Celebration of the Sesquicentenary of the
Brigidine Sisters (1807-1957).
When Dr Toy retired, the Orchestra’s development passed on to the
capable and enthusiastic late Sister
Brenda Dowd csb.
1962 was a memorable year as the
Orchestra gave a glowing performance of ‘Pro Patria Australia’, a
choral and orchestral work written
especially for the Orchestra and
College Choir by Mr Frank
Hutchens OBE. This premiere
performance with Mr Reginald
Bishop conducting, to which were
allied the words of the late Dame
Mary Gilmore, was described by
Mr Hutchens as ‘an achievement
unexcelled’.
In 1966 Sister Marie Langtry csb
took up the baton. In her own

S r MA RG A RE T D A N IE LS c sb

words, the following ten years were
‘challenging because pseudo musicians, psychedelic music, electric
guitars, bongos and very loud music were the flavour of the month’.
Nevertheless the Orchestra continued to perform classical and light
classical works that delighted audiences at its Annual Concerts.

In recent years smaller orchestral
groups have also been formed - the
delightful Palm Court Orchestra
and the lively Lateens Ensemble.
These have provided music for
many College and associated events
as well as for the Brigidine Sisters
on a number of occasions of significance.

Other activities of the orchestra at
this time included the recording of
a new modern setting of a Mass
under Stephen Robinson in St
Mary’s Church Concord, and playing background music for Bruce
Dynan’s Christmas Pageant.
Together with a choir of Good
Samaritan Schools’ students, it
participated in the launch of the
new Book of Hymns by Peter
Kearney in the Sydney Town Hall.

In 2009 the College’s two Musical
Productions, ‘The Big Swing’ and
‘Surf’s Up!’, arranged by Mr
McFadden, provided enriching educational and cultural opportunities
for all students. In these Musicals
we were treated to a feast of lively
music, rich singing, colourful dancing and choreography by the College’s talented Drama Coordinator,
Ms Fiona Foster.

When the Suzuki method of teaching Violin to very young children
was introduced in 1975, the College
held Inservice Programs for all
interested in learning that Method.
Following Sister Brenda Dowd’s
second ‘term of office’ with the
baton in 1976, lay teachers assumed
responsibility for the Orchestra’s
ongoing development. It continued
to flourish under the batons of talented music teachers including Ms
Anne Hoare, Ms Vanessa Hurley,
and currently, Mr Allan McFadden.

The Sisters are immensely proud
and appreciative of all that the dedicated and gifted lay teachers are
doing to educate present day students in the Brigidine spirit and
tradition.
The College is proud of its musical
heritage which has led to some students making music their career in
performance, conducting, production and teaching. 
I acknowledge with gratitude the assistance
provided by Sister Marie Langtry csb, Sister
Maureen Keady csb, Mr Allan McFadden,
Mrs Robyn Ross and others at the College in
providing the information for this article.

A close working relationship has
developed between the Orchestra
and the College Choir, trained and
conducted by Mrs Robyn Ross, and
the Drama and Visual Arts Departments.
A memorable occasion was the
College’s Centenary Celebration
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral in
2001. Works performed had been
arranged or composed especially
for the occasion by Mr McFadden
and a CD recording of the event is
one of the College’s archival treasures. In 2007 the same rich and
uplifting music and singing was
provided for the Brigidine Sisters’
Bi-Centenary Celebration Mass at
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Church Randwick.

A 1959 production by the
Randwick Catholic Youth
Organisation which was
formed on 31 October 1943.
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Looking Forward

O

ur parish has a proud record
of groups being formed to
meet the needs of the times
– the CYO is an example. In this
article Sarah Beer writes of two new
activities that follow in that
tradition.
OLSH YOUNG ADULTS
G RO U P
The OLSH Young Adults Group,
young people in their 20s and 30s,
meet each fortnight for prayer and
the sharing of a meal. Our focus is
on spirituality, outreach, and socialising. Formed just over a year ago
we have nearly 100 names on our
email database, averaging some 25
members each meeting.
Our members reflect the cultural
diversity of our parish and come
from all over the world - some university students and some in diverse
occupations. We have recently
elected co-ordinators to plan and
promote our activities in the areas of
spirituality, communication/public
relations, social/entertainment, outreach and a main coordinator.
Our coordinating team meet regularly to plan and promote activities
to help with the growth of our faith,
provide opportunities for fostering
friendship and to enable us to reach
out and help others. A website is
planned to link with the current
parish website.
In the past year we have had many
events and activities. As well as our
fortnightly prayer and dinner meetings, special events have included a
pilgrimage for the 150 year anniversary of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart, attendance at the national
MSC conference in Adelaide, a retreat weekend at Douglas Park, talks
by guest speakers including a Josephite sister on human trafficking,
and a recent convert to Catholicism
sharing his journey from atheism to
conversion. Some members attended
the recent Spirituality of the Heart
course hosted by Chevalier Institute
in Kensington.

SARAH BEER

Our energetic social events have
included barbeques, birthdays,
bowling and a hilarious Christmas
dress up party. There have also been
some quite competitive games of
beach soccer and tennis.
Our outreach program includes Saturday visits to elderly parishioners
to give a helping hand and have a
chat. Two members travelled to help
out in Kiribati for a month earlier
this year with plans to have more
members offering assistance to that
country.
The OLSH Young Adults Group
prides itself on being an approachable and down-to-earth laughter
filled group. People of all backgrounds who want to connect with
their own Christian spirituality and
with others in a relaxed atmosphere
are welcome to join.
In formulating our aspirations for
the future we are planning new ways
of tapping into our spirituality,
benefiting from guest speakers at
our meetings, having regular retreats
and encouraging young people to
join us via our website and personal
testimony.
Our commitment is to participate
fully in the ministries and activities
of the parish. World Youth Day
2011 in Madrid is also a focus with
some members hoping to attend.
Our contact is
olshyoungadults@gmail.com

O L S H S CH O O L F A M I L Y
E D U CA T O R
In July 2010 a new role of Family
Educator at six Sydney schools was
created by the Catholic Education
Office (CEO). I have this role –
spanning two and a half days a week
at our own parish school to nurture a
strong and meaningful parish and an
enduring parent and school relationship. My aim is to explore and
implement new models of
supporting the spiritual, social and
educational formation of OLSH

School families within the New
Evangelisation agenda in our
contemporary society.
The Head of New Evangelisation
and the Family Faith and Evangelisation Advisor at the CEO has
trained and supported the roles of
Family Educator with programs
inside and outside our schools and
in our parishes.
As the OLSH Family Educator I
have been focusing on various
initiatives this year including SPAR
(a Stop, Pray And Reflect session
for ten minutes) for parents and
grandparents every Friday morning
in the school library, class visits
focusing on scripture and prayer
each term, and the development of a
Parent Prayer and parent surveys.
Parents are being encouraged to
attend workshops and seminars on
topics such as spirituality, faith
formation, liturgy, and children’s
wellbeing. These initiatives will
continue into 2011 as well as
exploring and implementing other
activities pertaining to the role of
Family Educator.
Although I have only been Family
Educator for a short time I have
been inspired and challenged in my
role. I hope to continue to feel fresh
and enthusiastic by arranging new
and exciting activities for 2011
which will result in new and sustaining relationships between the
school, parents and our parish. 
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Another Special October Event –
Our First Saint

M

fifteen postulants. She brought with
her a copy of the approved Constitution. It was the decision about the
ownership of property which caused
a division between her and Fr
Woods.

ary MacKillop, beatified
as Blessed Mary of the
Cross in 1995 by Pope
John Paul II at Randwick Racecourse, became Australia’s first
saint, to be known as St Mary of the
Cross on 17 October this year at a
ceremony in the Auditorium
Conciliazione, Rome
Mary MacKillop was born on
15 January 1842 the eldest of eight
children. She was baptised in St
Francis’ Church Melbourne on 28
February in the same year.
The inability of her father to obtain
permanent employment meant the
family was to endure much hardship. They had to move on a number
of occasions. At one time her father
spent 18 months in Scotland. Mary
as the eldest became the chief provider of the family. She took up the
position of governess, then a clerk
in a stationery firm in Melbourne
and a teacher at Portland, Victoria in
1863, and later in Penola, South
Australia.
It was while she was working in
Penola that she met Father Julian
Tenison Woods. He saw many
needs and spoke about them in his
sermons. Mary had a desire to be a
religious and saw firsthand the lack
of education for those children who
were isolated. It was in sharing their
dreams for the future that a new
congregation was born.
On 19 March 1866, Mary then 24,
wearing a black dress became
known as Sister Mary of the Cross.
Mary took her final vows on 8 December 1869. The rules were developed by Fr Woods and approved by

D IA N E G O R D O N

Bishop Sheil of Adelaide. Soon
other women were to join her and in
1869 Bishop James Quinn invited
her to establish a community in
Brisbane.
Mary was excommunicated by
Bishop Sheil on 22 September 1871.
The Bishop wanted to change some
of the Rules which Mary had
vowed. Mary and the Sisters were
dispensed of their vows and for five
months Mary lived apart from the
community. It was during this time
she was befriended by the Jesuits.
Before Bishop Sheil died he ordered
that the excommunication be lifted
and that the Sisters be restored to
their habits.
It was after this that it was decided
that Mary should travel to Rome to
seek Papal approval for the Rule.
She left in March 1873 and on her
return she was accompanied by

The first General Chapter of the
Institute of St Joseph was held in
1875 with Mary elected the first
Superior General. The Congregation
continued to grow in numbers, and
more schools and centres of care
were opened to cater for the many
needs of the growing Church in
Australia. Mary suffered with ill
health throughout her life and it
deteriorated in 1901. It was while
visiting the Sisters in New Zealand
in 1902 she suffered a stroke. Mary
died in North Sydney on the
8 August 1909. Her last Holy Communion was given to her by Fr Matthew Smith msc who became parish
priest at OLSH in 1926.
A Shrine and Statue dedicated to the
then Blessed Mary of the Cross was
blessed and opened in our Church in
August 2008. 

‘In the vastness of the Australian
continent, Blessed Mary
MacKillop was not daunted by
the great desert, the immense
expanses of the outback, not by
the spiritual ‘wilderness’ which
affected so many of her fellow
citizens. Rather she boldly
prepared the way of the Lord in
the most trying situations. With
gentleness, courage and
compassion, she was a herald of
the Good News among the
isolated ‘battlers’ and the urban
slum-dwellers . . .’
Pope John Paul II

THOSE

WERE THE DAYS….

In 1966 the Executive Committee of the Randwick CYO were the custodians of good taste. That year culottes were
banned from their dances. The avant-gardes tried in January next year but were again defeated. They also lost later
that year when it was agreed that two piece costumes were allowed at the swimming carnival but not bikinis. But
there were stirrings of change when it was agreed that ‘Advance Australia Fair’ replace ‘God Save the Queen’.
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Three Years in the Making - the 1985 Centenary Celebrations

O

n 15 November 1982 a
Steering Committee was
established to plan the
celebrations for the centenary of the
establishment of the Randwick MSC
parish in 1885. Ken Finn became
the chairman of the committee, John
Waltz its secretary. There was no
shortage of ideas at that first meeting, some serious - publication of
the history of the parish, and some
less so – cooking (unspecified) on a
weekly basis to raise funds for the
Centenary.

The festivities were many. It would
not have been a Catholic function
without fundraising (Takings $76,890.27, Profit - $39,287.23) so
the official calendar of events
allowed for a parish fete and cake
stalls. Masses for various groups the Asian community, the Aged and
a Latin Requiem Mass were held.

Various members of the parish
contributed to its 42 meetings, the
last meeting being held on 12 May
1986. Much of the work was done
through its five subcommittees –
Historical, Finance, Social, Exhibition and Photography, arranging a
year of activity in 1985. It began
with a Centenary Thanksgiving
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral on 20
May commemorating the arrival in
Australia of the MSC priests and the
Daughters of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart and culminating with
the Centenary Mass held in the
parish on 17 November.

The social activities were a
prominent part of the celebrations a Parish Centenary Banquet (Black
Tie optional) held in the Parish
Centre, a Gala Concert at the
Sydney Opera House and a Centenary Exhibition displaying a range of
memorabilia. A lasting memory of
the Centenary was the publication of
Fr John McMahon’s book Randwick
Catholic Church Centenary tracing
the history of the parish and its
activities during the previous 100
years.
While 1885 marked the arrival of
the MSC Order in Randwick, 1887
was the year of the laying of the
foundation stone of the Church
building and that anniversary was
celebrated on 5 June 1987 by
Bishop Heaps at a Centenary Mass
and the placing of time capsules in a
vault beneath the current church.
The Steering Committee agreed that
it be opened on the feast of the
Sacred Heart, in 50 years time. No
record exists unfortunately of the
contents of the capsules. 

125 years Dinner Dance Celebration

S

ome 400 parishioners and visitors were at the 17 September Dinner Dance to mark the start of celebrations for
the 125 years of our parish. Entertained by the John Field Band, good food and convivial conversations were
the mark of a very enjoyable evening. Preparations beforehand with a committee of enthusiastic volunteers led
by Paula Pellegrini ensured the success of the evening. ‘So successful’ said Fr Peter Hearn ‘let’s have another to
mark the end of the celebrations next year’.

Anne Maree Keogh , Paula Pellegrini
Frances Johnson, Liz Clark

The John Field Band
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WITH Fr PETER

O

ften people have remarked to me that they feel
(perhaps rather than think) that there is
something special about the Church of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart at Randwick. When pressed
to explore that ‘something’ they often come down
towords like ‘presence’, ‘peaceful’, ‘the beauty of the
place’; but most often the word they come back to is
‘presence’: a ‘presence’ that draws one inwards to the
heart, to communion in prayer, to reflection and stillness, that beckons with the offer of possibilities for
life, balm for present distress, intimations for a way
forward in life’s impasses.
Clearly, and I can resonate with them, this ‘presence’ is more than the Supreme
Gift of the reserved Eucharist in the Tabernacle – which is, after all, common to all
Catholic Churches. I feel the added ‘something special’ is that this is a place which
is prayed in, a sacred place of a community of people who have remained faithful
to the Mysteries of our faith for a century and a quarter. We are blessed with a
place made sacred because people have rejoiced in the new birth of baptisms,
confirmations, Eucharist, of communion with the Heart of the Divine, of tears of
grief and anguish often accompanying the liturgical farewells to deceased family
and friends – not without hope; of reconciliation removing the burdens of our sin
and failures, of the beauty of music and movement, of candle light and shadows
…a contained quietness even with the noise of the street outside. More than a
beautiful structure, this is a living community – not perfect, of course, but alive,
desiring to mediate by our very presence the life-giving love of the Heart of Jesus.
More than that, Randwick is not a Church community that exists for itself. We
seem to be innately aware of the larger world, of the Universal Church, especially
of the Church that struggles in so many poorer or developing countries where the
MSC and others minister. The missionary outward looking dimension is quite
strong. In that regard, we are a generous community, yet unpretentious, ordinary in
an easy going way.

Sometimes an older generation shortens the name of our Church to ‘the Sacred
Heart at Randwick’. But that omits the one whom the MSCs refer to as ‘our
crowning glory’- Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - such a special title coined in
difficult times by our founder, Fr Jules Chevalier. It intimately links Mary to the
Person and work of her Son, to the Church, to us who seek the way of the heart.
As our recent publication for the jubilee terms it, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, is
A Window to the Light- the Light, of course, being her Son brought forth for us in
humility, purity of soul, loving obedience and wonder.
I find it interesting to reflect that we are at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart at
Randwick because of the turmoil in the French Church following the expulsions
of male religious from their houses in 1880. Foreseeing this, our Founder, Fr
Chevalier, actually petitioned the Pope to give his struggling religious community
a ‘foreign’ mission. Pius IX obliged with Micronesia and Melanesia – uncharted
territories about as far away from France as one could get. The first landfall for the
young French Missionaries was Thursday Island which was to be a supply base for
Kiribati, Rabaul and Yule Island off the coast of Papua. Thursday Island was
scarcely able to supply itself let alone extremely remote places beyond it. Hence,
Sydney became the base with Botany being our first parish and then Randwick
began on November 15 1885. Prior to that, Randwick had been an outstation of the
Franciscan parish of Waverley. Within three years of the MSC arriving, the
present nave of the Church had been built!
Let us honour our ancestors in the faith who have given us such a rich heritage. I
think their strength was their love for and understanding of and solid commitment
to the Mass and all that it entails – a loving service of the Church and the world.
Let us enjoy the year of jubilee. 

