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Introducing the
National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred
Heart, Randwick,
Sydney, Australia.

Our Mission:
To publicise the National Shrine of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart
[OLSH] at Randwick.
To introduce the
Novena to OLSH to
others outside the
Parish.
To heighten awareness
of the Spirituality of the
Heart, and...
The place of the
devotion to Mary under
the title of OLSH as a
natural aspect of the
Spirituality of the Heart.
To inform people about
the Mission and
Ministries of the MSC
and OLSH and other
Congregations.

Newsletter of the National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Randwick NSW Australia
Located at: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish,
193 Avoca St, PO Box 309, Randwick NSW, 2031.
www.sacredheart.org.au

This is our third Newsletter from
the National Shrine of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart at Randwick,
in suburban Sydney. Happily the
date is St Ignatius’ Feast Day.

Another life-changing, formative experience for
him was a retreat. A Sulpician priest preached the
annual retreat for the seminarians at the Diocesan Seminary in Bourges and “His words, simple
but ardent and full of faith made a profound impression on my soul. I came out of these exercises converted and desirous of being an exemplary
seminarian.” (MS Notes Intimes p.21)

In the past two issues I have begun to trace the story and evolution of the vocation of Fr Jules
Chevalier, the founder of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
(MSC) and the Daughters of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart (OLSH)
in France in 1854 and 1874 respectively. This issue I continue
to present his formation in the
Major Seminary at Bourges, for it
was there that the seeds of his
‘vocation within a vocation’ were
planted and nurtured.
In the last Newsletter I referred
to his ‘near death experience’
when he fell down a cliff during
his time at the Junior Seminary.
This was a major formative factor
for him, helping him take each
day and his life more seriously as
a gift from God.

A further important step in his personal formation
concerned what he called ‘a generous selfrenunciation’: ‘Externally the incident would appear as minor, did not Chevalier himself attach
great spiritual importance to the event. It was
merely a question of renouncing a particular
friendship with a fellow seminarian. It was an ordinary enough friendship; however, Chevalier felt
that his preoccupation with his friend was preventing him from being totally possessed by his
effort to grow closer to Christ and to progress in
the virtue required for the priesthood. And he regarded it as a grace of God that he saw it best to
renounce this friendship before it became a serious obstacle to his vocation.’ (Cuskelly, Man With
A Mission, p.108)

The main Shrine of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart at Issoudun,
France, in the background,
with the modern presentation
of OLSH as Mary at the Foot of
the Cross in the Basilica of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
erected by Fr Chevalier.

Jules was formed in what is known as The French
School of Spirituality in the seminary. This was
promulgated by the Sulpician Order of Priests who
were founded especially for formation of future
priests. Not surprisingly this formation was centred on Christ as the eternal High Priest, rendering
glory to God and carrying out the will of the Father
in loving obedience. (Continued next page.)

Cathedral of Notre Dame of Bourges

Calendar for July
1859: Fr Chevalier in an endeavor to find enlightenment concerning the initial troubles he
experienced, visited Fr John Marie Vianney, Curé of Ars and future saint who said to him,
“This is the Society in which Mary will do everything.”
July 1 1885: Foundation of Mission to PNG at Yule Island – Fr Verius, Brs Nicolaus and Salvatore
July 11 1882: First MSC arrive in Darwin en route to Cooktown and baptize three children.
July 14 1950: Erection of an MSC Region in Japan entrusted to the Australian Province.
July 2 1985: Opening of first MSC House in Bangalore, India, by the Australian MSC Province.

Jules Chevalier MSC
The Major Seminary of Bourges (1822-1904). After the anticlerical government of 1905 it became the Municipal Offices
and prior to the French Revolution of 1789 it was an
Ursuline Convent and School.

The work of a priest was to share in and continue
the work of Christ. ‘In this way a priest should forget himself, die to self, letting Christ live in him
and work through him, so that his whole life and
activity was directed to the glory of God.’
(Cuskelly, p.108) The priest’s life was to be centred on the Eucharist and the sacrifice of the
Mass.
Two of his favourite texts of Scripture were: St
Paul’s “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me.” (Gal 2:20), and from Hebrews, “Here
I am, Lord, I come to do your will.” (Heb 10:7)
So, at the heart of this spirituality is Christ living in
loving relationship with the Father, obedient to the
Father’s will and giving life and salvation to people.

Jules wrote that the newly developed lectures
on the devotion to the Sacred Heart in the seminary, given ‘with much knowledge and piety...went straight to my hear. The more I went
into it, the more attractive I found it.’ (Notes Intimes, p.23)

View of the Basilica, Shrine and MSC
Monastery with the OLSH Mother house in
the foreground, Issoudun, France.

However, “ONLY devotion to the Sacred Heart
gave a vision of the whole of religion as being
God’s love revealed that people might respond
in love.” (Man With A Mission p116)

This led to a specific style of prayer which was
Christ-centred: Christ before our eyes—reflective
meditation and adoration. Christ in our hearts—
drawing us into a loving relationship with Jesus
and communion with him; Christ in our hands—
union with Christ in action. (Not so unlike St Patrick’s hymn, Gaelic spirituality…)
Fr Chevalier’s ‘Discovery’ of the Devotion to the
Sacred Heart was the single most significant formative influence on his life. This may seem strange
to us who have lived with this devotion/spirituality
and heard so much about it. While he learned
much from his seminary studies and prayer, neither “had been able to ignite in his soul that spark
which transforms an ordinary generous response
to God’s grace into a charismatic one .”
Much is made of what is called the charism of a
particular founder of religious movements. Fr
Cuskelly notes that a charism is ‘a grace received’
which then gives a particular ‘dynamic vision...a
focus on some particular aspect of Jesus’ life,
leading [the person] to follow Jesus and to serve
others for his love in a particular way.’ (Cuskelly,
p.110) (Continued next page.)
Opposite: OLSH Church in the Piazza Navona,
Rome, purchased in 1878 by Fr Chevalier as a
base as he foresaw the expulsions of religious
from France which came about in 1880. Foreground: the Fontana del Moro.

The devotion to the Sacred Heart was groundbreaking in many ways. Fr Cuskelly points out
that in many seminaries, “catechetics was concerned with ‘knowledge’ of truths of the faith
and teaching about religious observance; religious practice was a duty…; scriptural studies
were concerned more with textual exegesis
than with the great biblical themes; and dogmatic theology spoke of many truths to be believed…”
“Jesus is our sincere friend.
He makes no exceptions of persons.
No matter where we might be or
what has happened to us,
his love will always be genuine.”

(To be continued.)

Mary at the foot of the Cross,
sanctuary of the Basilica, Issoudun

From the Editor: While I would love to rush
ahead and write about the spirituality of the
Sacred Heart and the development of the MSC
and OLSH Sisters, and the place of his beloved
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in Chevalier’s vision, I am sure it is important to come to know
the man, Fr Chevalier, and to see what shaped
him and launched him on his mission to make
‘the love of the Heart of Jesus known, everywhere and forever!’
He set himself no small task and the need is as
imperative now as it was then when Jules was
beginning his mission.
Hence, the historical precedents are important
for us to know so that we can do what we can
in our own context—not simply reproducing the
past, but living and learning from it.
With every blessing. Fr Peter Hearn MSC
The Novena to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
has one session per week at OLSH Church
Randwick on Thursday mornings 11:30-midday.
You can post petitions and thanksgiving letters
to Novena, PO Box 309 Randwick NSW 2031

J Chevalier, Méditations I, p.650 f.

The Novena Prayer
Memorare to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Remember, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
The great things the Lord has done for you.
He chose you for his mother;
He wanted you close to his cross.
He gives you a share in his glory.
He listens to your prayer.
Offer him our prayers of praise and thanksgiving. Present our petitions to Him.
( Pause – to recall your petitions)
Let us live like you in the love of your Son
so that his Kingdom may come.
Lead all people to the source of living water
that flows from his heart,
Spreading over the world hope and salvation,
justice and peace.
See our trust in you; answer our prayer.
Show yourself always our Mother.
Amen.

