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Introducing the
National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred
Heart, Randwick,
Sydney, Australia.

Our Mission:
To publicise the National Shrine of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart
[OLSH] at Randwick.
To introduce the
Novena to OLSH to
others outside the
Parish.
To heighten awareness
of the Spirituality of the
Heart, and...
The place of the
devotion to Mary under
the title of OLSH as a
natural aspect of the
Spirituality of the Heart.
To inform people about
the Mission and
Ministries of the MSC
and OLSH and other
Congregations.

www.sacredheart.org.au

31 May 2015 is 150 Years since the title Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
was first publicly celebrated in Issoudun, France.

The Title Our Lady of the Sacred Heart was
coined in Issoudun, France, in 1855.
It was the inspiration of a young curé, Fr Jules
Chevalier who was sent as an assistant to an
ageing parish priest in Issoudun, central
France.
Issoudun, a town of 15,000 was ‘ground zero’
when it came to the de-Christianisation of
France following the Revolution of 1789. The
energetic young priest was consumed with a
desire to begin a community of missionaries
dedicated to the Sacred Heart to meet the spiritual needs of the people.

This is our first Newsletter from
the National Shrine of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart at Randwick,
in suburban Sydney.
It is so appropriate that it is
dated 31 May 2015. This date
represents 150 years since Mary
was first publicly honoured as
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart by
Fr Chevalier, founder of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
(MSC). The story of Fr Chevalier
and his Missionaries began in
Issoudun, France, in 1854.
The Randwick Parish was placed
under the care of the French Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in
1885. Expelled in 1880 from
their Houses in France by an anticlerical Government, the Missionaries brought their devotion
to Our Lady wherever they went.
They arrived in Randwick in November 1885 to establish a base
to supply the MSC Missions of
the Central Pacific, at the request
of Pope Leo XIII.

Fr Jules Chevalier founder of
the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart (MSC)1854

Paris
Issoudun

The present Shrine of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, Randwick
NSW, Australia, blessed and
opened in 1937.
The first Shrine was a simple
altar and statue to the side of
the uncompleted Church,
erected in 1885.

Calendar for 31 May:
1865 Issoudun, France—The Feast of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart is publicly celebrated
for the first time.
1868: The Confraternity of OLSH reaches 2 million members.
1872: OLSH Feast Day is celebrated in 950 Churches or Chapels worldwide.
1919: Six women enter the new Papuan Congregation of the Handmaids of the Lord.

The Famous Novena: The last thing the Archbishop of Bourges needed was yet another religious order in his diocese. Jules, and Fr Maugenest, his companion, decided to enlist the
help of Our Lady, promising that if she answered their petitions he would honour her
with a special title.

Issoudun, an ancient fortified
Roman Garrison town

Money was very much at the heart of his
needs—no money, no help from the Archbishop
and yet this burning desire to ‘do something’ to
re-establish the faith and Church. (Continued
next page)
“The aim of this little Society of the Sacred
Heart is to make known to all people all the
love and mercy of the Heart of Jesus and to
urge them to give their love to him in return .”
Regles MSC, 1855

St Cyr, parish Church Issoudun

The Novena Begins:

The new community begins:

The two young priests began a Novena set to conclude on 8 December 1854, the day in Rome
when the Dogma of Mary’s Immaculate Conception would be proclaimed.

After spending a year making their novitiate (a
year of preparation in prayer and study prior to
making vows as a religious), “on Christmas Day
1856, at midnight, after celebrating Mass, at
the moment when Our Lord gave himself to the
world, making with it an indissoluble covenant,
we bound ourselves to him by the most sacred
ties.”

After Mass on that morning, a man came forward
with 20,000 francs for “a work in Issoudun—
preferably a house of missionaries”. This was a
substantial amount of money, enough to buy a
modest property. The Archbishop was persuaded
to allow him to continue—on the condition that he
found more funds to support the running costs of
his proposed community.

He went on, “Our life was one of prayer, work,
fatigue and privation; our furniture was of the
poorest and reduced to bare essentials. Having
no domestic help, we did everything ourselves,
even our cooking, which was vey elementary.
Little skilled in that art, we often had quite frugal meals.”

The elderly, sympathetic Parish Priest, Fr Crozat,
found another donor, a wealthy woman who could
be persuaded to part with 1,000 francs per annum to support the daily needs of Fr Chevalier and
any companions he might attract.
The Archbishop put the proposal to his council—all
of whom were opposed. Fr Chevalier wrote “When
everyone had calmed down somewhat the Cardinal brought up the question again, only to meet
the same, perhaps stronger opposition. Then he
stood up: ‘Gentlemen, I have thought about it and
prayed about it. I never hold out against your advice, but for the first time I am going to depart
from my usual custom; I think it would be counter
to the designs of Providence if I accepted your
judgment. Therefore, I am authorising the two
priests of Issoudun to begin their work. We can
appoint replacements today.’” (Continued next
page.)

9 September 1855, Cardinal Dupont installed
them in their new house. They took as their
motto: May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved, forever.
True to his promise, in love and gratitude for
Our Lady’s help, he gave her the title Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart.

Bourges Cathedral—Jules was
ordained there on June 14 1851

First house with chapel attached.

And so was born the Society of the Missionaries
of the Sacred Heart—in, humanly speaking, very
unpromising beginnings. Jesus and His Mother,
had other ideas. (To be continued.)

The Novena Prayer
Memorare to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

From the Editor: Well, we’ve presented a lot of
words on the historical foundations of our National Shrine in Randwick– but little about the
Novena, our spirituality and what we are offering and hope to offer here. But, we have to start
somewhere, and this is only a beginning. Each
issue, at least monthly, depending on time (and
energy), we aim to expand on our spirituality,
the mission of the MSC and OLSH Congregations, and to offer the Novena to a wider public.
At present, the Novena has one session per
week on a Thursday morning, 11.30-midday.

The Shrine of Notre Dame
du Sacré-Coeur,
Issoudun

Remember, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
The great things the Lord has done for you.
He chose you for his mother;
He wanted you close to his cross.
He gives you a share in his glory.
He listens to your prayer.
Offer him our prayers of praise and thanksgiving. Present our petitions to Him.
( Pause – to recall your petitions)

With every blessing. Fr Peter Hearn MSC

Let us live like you in the love of your Son
so that his Kingdom may come.
Lead all people to the source of living water
that flows from his heart,
Spreading over the world hope and salvation,
justice and peace.
See our trust in you; answer our prayer.
Show yourself always our Mother.

Parish Priest, Randwick.

Amen.

The Novena, about to be updated, can be found
on the web: www.sacredheart.org.au
The Monastery and Basilica of the Missionaries
of the Sacred Heart, Issoudun

The first ‘house’ (a former barn) of
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart,
Issoudun, 1854

