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Introducing the
National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred
Heart, Randwick,
Sydney, Australia.

Our Mission:
To publicise the National Shrine of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart
[OLSH] at Randwick.
To introduce the
Novena to OLSH to
others outside the
Parish.
To heighten awareness
of the Spirituality of the
Heart, and...
The place of the
devotion to Mary under
the title of OLSH as a
natural aspect of the
Spirituality of the Heart.
To inform people about
the Mission and
Ministries of the MSC
and OLSH and other
Congregations.

Newsletter of the National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Randwick NSW Australia
Located at: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish,
193 Avoca St, PO Box 309, Randwick NSW, 2031.
www.sacredheart.org.au

This is our second Newsletter
from the National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart at
Randwick, in suburban Sydney.

Jules was born 15 March, 1824,
the third child to Jean-Charles
Chevalier and Louise Ory. He was
baptised in the parish Church.

One hears more than an echo of the future Founder in the qualities of his parents, perhaps more so
in his mother’s qualities which were very formative of the child. For example, he once stole an
apple while visiting the market with his mother.
On discovering the half-eaten apple, she made
him return it to the vendor, and apologise. He later came to appreciate his mother’s role in forming
his character.
The National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart was
blessed and opened in 1937.
It is situated within Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart Church
Avoca St Randwick NSW.

Calendar for June
June 3 1874: Frs Chevalier, Vandel and Jouët renew their Vows before the Pope.
June 5 1900: Fr Shaw, first Australian-born MSC ordained in Sydney.
June 22 1938: MSC arrive in Peru.
June 10 1948: Belgian MSC arrive in Brazil.
June 16 1950: Fr Bryson MSC of Australia begins MSC Mission in Nagoya, Japan.
June 5 1986: First MSC House in Seoul, Korea.

Gates to the enclosed town of Richelieu.

His mother, Louise, “was the youngest of 13 children; despite the limited education possible for
her in those unsettled times, she possessed rare
qualities. She was endowed with sound judgment,
a bright, steady character, an unaffected piety.
She also displayed uncommon shrewdness of
mind and unflinching courage. (Personal Notes,
p.1)

Last month I sketched something
of the foundation of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart by Fr
Jules Chevalier in 1854, at Issoudun, France. This Newsletter I
backtrack a little and give something of the early life of Jules
Chevalier.
Jules was born in the famous
town of Richelieu in the Loire Valley. It was built by Cardinal Richelieu for his workers, when the
Cardinal was the First Minister of
France—a truly powerful man.
The Revolution of 1789 brought
about the separation of Church
and State and brought an end to
ecclesiastics holding such high
positions.

Of his father Jules wrote: “Above average in intelligence and well-educated, he intended to take up
a professional career, but such plans were completely dashed by family misfortunes and the
death of his mother. He went into the grain business and became a baker.” (Personal Notes, p.1)
Other sources tell us that his father, although baptised and married in the Church, was not very pious, and only received the sacraments when he
was dying. In the troubled times following the
French Revolution, religious education had been
rudimentary and pious men were rarely to be
found.

After completing his primary education, Jules told
his parents he wished to enter the junior seminary
to begin his education for the priesthood. “This
proposition was not well received-my mother explained that after all the financial difficulties they
had been through, they were not in a position to
support me in this; she advised me to take up a
trade, assuring me that if God wanted me to be a
priest, he could make it possible for me one day.”
“We believe we can affirm with full assurance
that Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
will never cease to protect our Congregation
as long as we ourselves
remain faithful to her.”
Fr Chevalier
Notre Dame du Sacré-Coeur p.131

The Chevalier home—bakery in
Richelieu. A place visited by pilgrims .

Plaque on the side of the house:
In this house Fr Jules Chevalier was born
15 March 1824. Founder of the MSC and
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

He “dissolved into tears.” He continues, “I turned
to her with a determined air: ‘Well then, since I
must. I’ll take up any trade at all, but when I’ve
saved enough money, I’ll go to some religious
community and ask them to let me do my studies.’” Mother “smiled and later spoke of this ingenuous plan to my father and several friends.
This left me open to their occasional pleasantries:
‘What, you haven’t gone to your religious community yet?’” (Personal Notes p.5f)
Jules became apprenticed to a shoe-maker, and
“he brought a child’s earnestness to a man’s
task.” (EJ Cuskelly MSC, Man With A Mission,
p.20) He spent much of his time helping the poor
and around the presbytery and Church, and studying Latin early in the morning—unsurprisingly for
one determined to follow a vocation to the priesthood. However, others remarked that he became
unduly serious at this stage of his life.

In October of that year, 1841, Jules entered
what is called a junior seminary. There, he was
a 17 year old living with boys four to five years
his junior.

Work bench at the cobbler’s premises,
Richelieu.

Without companions his own age, he confessed
later that the junior seminary, with its dull routine, sorely tried his vocation. He was tempted
to give up, but after counselling from the superior he saw the studies through and moved to the
major seminary at Bourges in 1846.

Bullied by an apprentice at his work place, Jules
stood up to him in a fight and when threatened
with the elder brother of the boy, stated he was
not scared of either brother - big or little. The incident ended amicably. (Cuskelly p.21)
The Chevalier fortunes changed when a chance
visitor of a Mr Juste to Richelieu ended up with
Jules’ father being placed in charge of a forest. On
offering him the position Mr Juste said: “I believe
you have a son who wants to be a priest.; if you
wish, I shall be happy to take care of his entry into
the seminary….” (Cuskelly p.22)

He fell down a cliff while out on a walk – in
1842. He appeared to be dead, and in fact was
taken to a nearby house where his seminarian
companions began to pray for him and sent
word to the rector of the seminary that he had
died. He recovered to the amazement of the
others. His brush with death – a near death experience, opened a door to him to be more serious about his life, living by faith. This was a pivotal experience in his maturation and spiritual
growth.

(To be continued)

The Parish Church of Richelieu where Jules
was baptised the day after his birth.

From the Editor: This issue I thought it best to
present something of the formative experiences of Fr Jules Chevalier’s life. We all live with
and build on our upbringing, or try to move beyond our upbringing, depending on circumstances. As you can see, he was fortunate in
his parents, especially his mother.
We may think we live in difficult times—and
many do. On-going revolutionary France was a
time of quite intense turmoil, especially for the
Church and the poor. I find Jules’ life, his determination to discern and follow his vocation in
the context of political and social obstacles, inspirational.

As a result the Chevalier family moved to a house
6km out of the town of Vatan. Jules walked each
day to the presbytery to be instructed in Latin by
the curate. (Continued next page.)

Difficulties, as you will see, were ever present
realities for him—his faith a greater reality.
With every blessing. Fr Peter Hearn MSC

Jules Chevalier
MSC

Parish Priest, Randwick.
Perhaps exhausted by the birth, Jules’
mother deposited him before this statue of
Mary: “Take him, if you want, and do what
you like with him” she prayed. On her return, he was smiling at the statue.

The Novena to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
has one session per week at OLSH Church
Randwick on Thursday mornings 11.30-midday.
You can post petitions and thanksgiving letters
to Novena, PO Box 309 Randwick NSW 2031

Junior Seminary of St Gauthier
June 4 was the 35th
anniversary of the
martyrdom of Fr José
Maria Gran Cirera
MSC, Spanish Missionary to the Mesquito Indians, natives
of Guatemala. He
was murdered for
standing up to powerful groups taking the
lands of the Indians.
More about our martyrs in later editions.

The Novena Prayer
Memorare to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Remember, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
The great things the Lord has done for you.
He chose you for his mother;
He wanted you close to his cross.
He gives you a share in his glory.
He listens to your prayer.
Offer him our prayers of praise and thanksgiving. Present our petitions to Him.
( Pause – to recall your petitions)
Let us live like you in the love of your Son
so that his Kingdom may come.
Lead all people to the source of living water
that flows from his heart,
Spreading over the world hope and salvation,
justice and peace.
See our trust in you; answer our prayer.
Show yourself always our Mother.
Amen.

