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Calendar for October: 1880 First MSC arrive in Spain; 1884 First five OLSH Sisters leave Issoudun
for Melanesia (PNG); 1884 Oct 24 Three MSC arrive in Thursday Island to set up a base for the future
mission in PNG; 1901 MSC Generalate expelled from France moves to Belgium; 1901 Oct 17 closing
of Basilica, Issoudun by the government; 1905 Diocese of Darwin (then called Victoria and Palmer-
ston) entrusted to MSC; 1907 First MSC leave Netherlands for Philippines; 1907 October 21 Death of
Fr Chevalier; 1913 Mgr Couppé founds Congregation of Daughters of Mary Immaculate in PNG, under
care of OLSH Sisters; 1926 First three MSC leave Hiltrup, Germany, for Guizhou, China; 1928 First
three OLSH Sisters from Netherlands arrive in Indonesia; 1937 Oct 17, OLSH Shrine, Randwick
blessed and opened; 1959 First two Papuan women enter MSC Sisters in Melbourne; 1967 MSC

begin in Colombia under care of USA Province;



Fr Charles Piperon was one of the origi-
nal foundation community with Fr
Chevalier. He was a remarkable preach-
er. After Fr Chevalier returned from Arles
and his visit to its famous curé, Jean
Marie Vianney, there was new energy in
the small community.

Fr Piperon preached widely throughout
France, and Fr Chevalier put him charge
of collecting funds to build a basilica in
honour of the Sacred Heart. As Fr
Tostain points out, “To all the people
who contributed, our brave preacher
was to give a picture of the Sacred
Heart. Fr Chevalier had these pictures
printed in Paris at great cost—a risky un-
dertaking given their financial state. The
result was astonishing. Everybody want-
ed to have “their” Sacred Heart. Dona-
tions began to flow in.” (J Tostain, Fr
Jules Chevalier, Who Was He?... p.62)

As a result, the foundation stone of the
new basilica was laid and construction
rapidly proceeded. In the basilica was a
stained glass window of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart and Fr Chevalier had pic-
tures of it printed. Fr Piperon then took
these on his preaching tours, and was
put in charge of distributing them. “This
time the result was not just astonishing,
it was absolutely unbelievable. We must
admit that Fr Piperon knew how to
speak about Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart with conviction. Pastors, convents
and apostolic groups everywhere re-
quested the famous picture, by the hun-
dreds of thousands.”

Just as importantly they came to
Isoudun to see the real thing. And with
them came the financial means to com-
plete the basilica, July 2 1864.

Fr Jules Chevalier




Fr Chevalier wrote a small article on Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart to answer a re-
guest made by the pilgrims coming to the
basilica. Fr Ramiére, the Jesuit in charge of
the Messenger of the Sacred Heart, print-
ed it in May 1863—the first time that some-
thing appeared in print about Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart.

Thanks to the widespread networks of the
Jesuits, especially their magazine, the re-
sponse was tremendous throughout
France and beyond. “Forty bishops came to
know about the new devotion and gave
their official approval.” (Tostain, p63)

As more and more people came to visit the
Basilica in Issoudun, many asked to be-
come members of the Confraternity of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart. As Fr Tostain
points out “The multiplication of confrater-
nities was a phenomenon of the time. It
corresponded to the multiplication of reli-
gious congregation and for much the same
reasons. The many confraternities that
were created were opportunities for Chris-
tians to find points of reference where they
would have the comfort of belonging to a
group, the assurance of mutual prayer and
an official place in the Church.” (p.63)

However, at that stage, the Confraternity of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart did not yet
exist! It came into being because of the
pressure of numerous visitors, later
organised into pilgrimages, who came to
Issoudun.

“Forced by the request of the pilgrims and
the hundreds of letters from people asking
to be enrolled, Fr Chevalier decided to go
ahead. He was also gently pressured by the
bishop who insisted that he write up the
statues of the new confraternity as soon as
possible.”(p.63)

Fr Piperon relates that despite the
pressure from the bishop and pilgrims,
Fr Chevalier took his time to organise
the confraternity. He wrote: Fr Chevalier
“was of a zealous nature, quick to carry
out his resolution and humbly obedient
to the smallest requests that came from
authority. But when he was asked to
prepare the statutes of the future as-
sociation, he just answered: ‘There is no
hurry...” We waited for two long
months... Then one day, as if waking
from a long sleep, he went to
work...”(P.64) This seems to have been
a trait of Fr Chevalier that he never
shared his plans with others “until the
last minute, after he had let them ma-
ture in the secret of his heart and his
prayer.” (p.64)

Fr Tostain notes another possibility for
his slowness to write. “The multiplica-
tion of confraternities was very much in
fashion at that time. They were religious
‘families’, small fervent groups in which
Christians, a bit lost by all the upheavals
of the time, found solace as well as sup-
port and a certain security.” (p.64)

Fr Chevalier, ever the expansive
dreamer when it came to the Sacred
Heart, “did not want a small group, a
privileged little family. For him the
Sacred Heart was ‘the centre, the pivot
around which everything turns.” This
was the “everywhere” of his motto: May
the Sacred Heart of Jesus be every-
where loved... “ And Our Lady of the Sa-
cred Heart was the first person to be as-
sociated with this mission.” (p.64)
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The association bearing her name would
have to be open to all, everywhere, and
not just a privileged few.

“All the confraternities of the time had
very detailed statutes that enumerated
prayer obligation, feasts to be celebrat-
ed, required practices and other commit-
ments. This was often what the faithful
were looking for: a strict framework that
would help them in their Christian
life.”(p.65)

Fr Chevalier feared that if it was too
demanding, people may feel unable to
live up to all the rules. “So he found a so-
lution: the only obligation of the confra-
ternity would be to say, morning and
evening, “Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
pray for us!”

The Archbishop approved the statutes
which were written up to explain the
spirit and purpose of the confraternity,
and he was the first to be enrolled in it.

A huge crowd of locals turned up for the
inaugurating ceremony. Fr Piperon
mused: “The Church of the Sacred Heart
was too small. The crowd spilled out onto
the huge square outside. You would
think that the entire parish of Issoudun
had come together in the new Shrine!”
(p-65) Only ten years earlier when Jules
Chevalier began his mission in Issoudun,
1854, Issoudun was the “very symbol of
indifference”. (p.65)

In the next Newsletter we shall hear
more of the extraordinary spread of the
Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart, in an age before phones
and faxes.

Basilica walls Issoudun with Thank You
plaques for Our Lady’s Intercession.
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