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Introducing the

National Shrine of
Our Lady of the This is our secondNewsletter

from the National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
at Randwick, Sydney for
2016.

Last Newsletter we conclude
with the two young curates
being installed in their new,
humble, house in Issoudun.

Sacred Heart,
Randwick,
Sydney, Australia.

Fr Chevalier chose the name
of his new community very
carefully: Missionaries of the
SacredHeart’ | n r ej
other possible titles, such as
Priests of the Sacred Heart,
he was trying to express a
particular insight into his own

charism.” Fr

out that “he did not wuse the
term [missionary] in the re- The Shrine of Our Lady of
stricted sense of a mission to the Sacred Heart,

those who had not yet heard Randwick NSW, Australia,

the gospel or to churches in blessed and opened in
other | ands. ” 1 1937. va s ,

and remains, important to the
mission of the MSC Society.




“However, he used
in the broader sense of being sent to
those in need, to bring them the
‘treasures of love and mercy of the
Heart df (ChunslidosuVithlAy |,
Mission, p.122)

Theologians, reflecting on mission at the

Vatican Council Il over a century later
stressed this very insight of Fr Cheva-

|l i er’ s: “Each apostol

be grounded in and patterned after Je-
sus’
ceived as the Fath
p.123)

Fr Chevalier was passionate about doir
something to ease the plight of people,
who were so disturbed by the political
and social circumstances in ofgoing
revolutionary France: their need of reli-
gious faith, a practical love, and Chris-
tian values.

In such humble and poor circumstance:
he could not see how he could do muct
at all to meet these needs.
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H o w e vHisrown fekeling of powerless-
ness was removed by a realisation that
he was called to work as an instrument
of Christ’s saving
He was sent, in the power and love of
t he F dQuskalyp.123)

He wrote, “This i g
for the conversion of souls; he calls us
all to unite our efforts to hisso that we
may work with himto convert souls who
have gone astray...We strive to repro-
duce in our hearts the sentiments of the
Heart of Jesus.it (the interior life) forms
Jesus Christ in us ever more fully; it
makes us | ive with
(Meditations Vol I1)
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own ful fil ment

Fr Jules Chevalier
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The first ‘house’
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart,
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Issoudun, 1854
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So, we are to realise and dispose our lives

so that God can work in and through us

Fr Cuskelly points out that much of this he |

learned from what is known as the French
Sulpician, School of Spiritualitreonveyed
through the seminary formation of the
time. “This human
desire to do something for their welfare is
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itself a gift of God But easily enough it can &

remain a tochuman preoccupation fraught
with anxiety and dissatisfaction and even
discouragement when we do not get re-
sults” (Cuskelly p. 12/

If ever someone needed great courage an
firmness of faith, it was Fr Chevalier and
his confrere, Fr Maugenest. Following the
example of Jesus, he saw clearly that his
religious would neecda developed and con-
sistent life of prayer and contemplation to
keep them in contact with Jesusthe
source of their missionary vocation.

Hence he wrote that his missionaries mus
“unite themselves
be penetrated by its sentiments, cooperats
as docile instruments of its designs of mer
C Y .(Cuskelly p.125)

Hi s sense of how gr
love was for humankind helped him to be-
come less anxious about his mission,

k nowi ng that Chris

owed his. His confidence increased, for he

saw now that what he had felt, was only a
share in Christ's concern for humanity anc
what might have been a todwuman preoc-
cupation was converted into mission.

For he saw it as a call to let Christ love
through his human heart, and to work, ang
live and pray that others might see how
God | oved the worl
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Declaration of the Dogma of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary,
Dec 8th 1854. Fr Chevalier took this
day as the foundation day of the
MSC Society
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He wanted men to join with him who We are delighted to inform you that the
were more than activists, but who would |carving in wood of a statue in honour of F
let themselves be companions of Christ! |Chevalier is almost completed. It will be sit-
“to share in His c (uatedinan alcove inthe Church of Our Las o
that their own desire to help others, and |dy of the Sacred Heart, Randwick. Once i
their human concern could be assumed |is in place we are intending to add around
by God and converted into mission. Theirthe Shrine appropriate writings of Fr Cheva-
concern and urge to action would thus | |lier. The statue has been kindly donated
be purified and strengthened, consecrat- | Annette Marskell OAM, a longerving
ed as it was by r e lparishioner of OLSH and a member of the”
(Cuskelly p.125f) Lay MSC group at Randwick.
As Fr Cuskelly obs e i ' I S
real to the extent that Christ lives in us
and works through u
Chevalier had complementary stages of
development in his missionary spirituali-
ty: concern for humanity, and then Devo-
tion to the Sacred jeco
stage, at times he gives the impression
that he feels more compassion for the
forsaken shepherd than for the lost .
sheep!” (Cuskelly p, 26 :
ANZAC Day Mass at OLSH Churstith 1,500
| had intended to move to the proclama- handmade Poppies
tion of the title of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart, but the above observations on the The Novena Pr
notion of mission needed precedence. Remember . Our Lady o
Peter Hearn MSC Heart, the great thi
done for you. He <c¢h
The 90th anniversary of the death of Fr mot her ; He wanted yo
Peter Marie Treand MSC is on 14 May. Cross He gives you
We will hear more of this foundational He | istens to your p
member of the Australian Province and Of fer him our prayer
longtime Parish Priest of Randwick, in thanksgiving. Presen
the May Newsletter. Him. (Recall your pe
Let us I|live 1|i ke ou
The new format of the Novenacan be Son so that his K?/ ng
found on the web: Lead all people to t
www.sacredheart.org.auYou can post water that flows fro
petitions to Novena PO Box 309, Rand- spreading over t he w
wick, NSW 2031, Or emailied to: vation, justice and
prayersplease@olshaustralia.orgauThe See our trust iin you
Novena is held each Thursday 11.30 Show yourself al ways

midday in the Shrine.



