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Introducing the
National Shrine of
Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart,
Randwick,
Sydney, Australia.

Our Mission:
To publicise the National Shrine of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart
[OLSH] at Randwick.
To introduce the
Novena to OLSH to
others outside the
Parish.
To heighten awareness
of the Spirituality of the
Heart, and the place of
the devotion to Mary
under the title of OLSH
as a natural aspect of
the Spirituality of the
Heart.
To inform people about
the Mission and
Ministries of the MSC
and OLSH and other
Congregations.

Newsletter of the National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Randwick NSW Australia
Located at: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish,
193 Avoca St, PO Box 309, Randwick NSW, 2031.
www.sacredheart.org.au

This is our first Newsletter from
the National Shrine of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart at Randwick,
Sydney for 2016.
In this issue we will continue with
the unfolding story of Jules
Chevalier to his ordination.
In the seminary “he was universally regarded as a very good
seminarian, virtuous, sincere and
hard working.” His reports “all
point out that although he might
not be the most brilliant of students he worked extremely hard
and had very fine qualities of
character… ‘Excellent in piety,
average intelligence.’” ( Cuskelly:
A Man With A Mission, p.22)
As Fr Cuskelly points out, he became in his heart and soul what
he would become in name and in
fact: A Missionary of the Sacred
Heart. (p.23)
Jules was ordained as a diocesan
priest in Bourges Cathedral on
June 14, 1851. He spent the first
three years as a priest assisting
sick and elderly parish priests in
three appointments in quick succession.

The present Shrine of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, Randwick
NSW, Australia, blessed and
opened in 1937.
The first Shrine was a simple
altar and statue to the side of
the uncompleted Church,
erected in 1885.

Calendar for March: March 15 1824 Birth of Jules Chevalier in Richelieu, France. 1888 First
MSC house in Austria opened. 1904 First MSC (Dutch) enter Western Papua/Irian Jaya. 1906
Constitutions of MSC Sisters approved. 1932, First MSC go to Shiqian, China. 1935, Superior and
bursar of MSC Sisters arrested by NAZIS. 1943, 3 OLSH, 3 MSC from Manus, 8 MSC from New
Ireland, 39 SVD and Holy Spirit Sisters killed by Japanese at sea. 1950 Irish MSC go to South Africa. 1965 First MSC Sisters go to Korea. 1967 First Irish MSC go to Venezuela. 1968 First OLSH
Sisters arrive in Philippines. 1977 MSC Sisters arrive in India.

Then he was appointed to Issoudun, October
1854 as curate.
In some senses, Issoudun, a town of 15,000
was ‘ground zero’ when it came to the deChristianisation of France following the Revolution of 1789. The energetic young priest was
consumed with a desire to begin a community
of missionaries dedicated to the Sacred Heart
to meet the spiritual needs of the people.

Fr Jules Chevalier
Paris

Issoudun

He had actually had a “ dream” in the Seminary that Issoudun would be the place where
he would start his community of Missionaries.
And his co-worker curate on his arrival turned
out to be Fr Maugenest, a fellow-dreamer in
the seminary. God seemed to be on his side.
Happily, Fr Crozat, the elderly parish priest concurred with their plans. Even with his approval,
however, they felt their own poverty and powerlessness, and so turned to prayer.

Bourges Cathedral—Jules was
ordained there on June 14 1851

The Famous Novena: The last thing the Archbishop of Bourges needed was yet another religious order in his diocese. Jules, and Fr Maugenest decided to enlist the help of Our Lady,
promising that if she answered their petitions
they would honour her with a special title.
Money was very much at the heart of his
needs—no money, no help from the Archbishop
and yet this burning desire to ‘do something’ to
re-establish the faith and Church.
We recount, now, the story from our first Newsletter to bring us up to the foundation of the
MSC.

Issoudun, an ancient, fortified,
Roman Garrison town

The Novena Begins:
The two young priests began a Novena set to conclude on 8 December 1854, the day in Rome
when the Dogma of Mary’s Immaculate Conception would be proclaimed.
After Mass on that morning, a man came forward
with 20,000 francs for “a work in Issoudun—
preferably a house of missionaries”. This was a
substantial amount of money, enough to buy a
modest property. The Archbishop was persuaded
to allow him to continue—on the condition that he
found more funds to support the running costs of
his proposed community.
Fr Crozat, found another donor, a wealthy woman
who could be persuaded to part with 1,000 francs
per annum to support the daily needs of Fr Chevalier and any companions he might attract.
The Archbishop put the proposal to his council—all
of whom were opposed.

St Cyr, parish Church, Issoudun

Fr Chevalier wrote “When everyone had calmed
down somewhat the Cardinal brought up the
question again, only to meet the same, perhaps
stronger opposition. Then he stood up:
‘Gentlemen, I have thought about it and prayed
about it. I never hold out against your advice, but
for the first time I am going to depart from my
usual custom; I think it would be counter to the
designs of Providence if I accepted your judgment.
Therefore, I am authorising the two priests of Issoudun to begin their work. We can appoint replacements today.’”

The first ‘house’ (a former barn) of
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart,
Issoudun, 1854.

Interior of St Cyr, Issoudun where Fr
Chevalier was initially the curate, and
then parish priest.

The new community begins:
After spending a year making their novitiate (a
year of preparation in prayer and study prior to
making vows as a religious), “on Christmas Day
1856, at midnight, after celebrating Mass, at
the moment when Our Lord gave himself to the
world, making with it an indissoluble covenant,
we bound ourselves to him by the most sacred
ties.”
He went on, “Our life was one of prayer, work,
fatigue and privation; our furniture was of the
poorest and reduced to bare essentials. Having
no domestic help, we did everything ourselves,
even our cooking, which was vey elementary.
Little skilled in that art, we often had quite frugal meals.”

First house with chapel attached.

9 September 1855, Cardinal Dupont installed
them in their new house. They took as their
motto: May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved, forever.
And so was born the Society of the Missionaries
of the Sacred Heart—in, humanly speaking, very
unpromising beginnings. Jesus and His Mother,
had other ideas.

Easter Vigil OLSH Church

And what became of his promise to Mary if she
came to their help? That will be taken up in the
next Newsletter.
We have just celebrated Holy Week at OLSH.
During the Easter Vigil Mass 16 adults were
baptised, another two, prepared with us, were
baptised in another parish, one was received
into full communion with the Church, and a further nine were Confirmed.
Repairs to the outside of the Church are beginning, and within the next two years we plan to
repaint the Shrine and refurbish the lighting to
make it more effective and welcoming.

The Novena Prayer
Memorare to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Remember, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
The great things the Lord has done for you.
He chose you for his mother;
He wanted you close to his cross.
He gives you a share in his glory.
He listens to your prayer.
Offer him our prayers of praise and thanksgiving. Present our petitions to Him.
( Pause – to recall your petitions)

With every blessing. Fr Peter Hearn MSC

Let us live like you in the love of your Son
so that his Kingdom may come.
Lead all people to the source of living water
that flows from his heart,
Spreading over the world hope and salvation,
justice and peace.
See our trust in you; answer our prayer.
Show yourself always our Mother.

Parish Priest, Randwick.

Amen.

The Novena, can be found on the web:
www.sacredheart.org.au You can post petitions
and thanksgiving notes to Novena, PO Box 309,
Randwick, NSW 2031 The Novena is held each
Thursday 11.30-midday in the Shrine.

